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Religious education begins at home 
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The Test 


JOHN was a faithful church member. 
He had always attended the services 
and was willing to help wherever he 
was needed. He was admired and re- 
spected by those who knew him. Life 
seemed to be good to John. He had a 
good wife and a darling child. He 
owned his house, and was decreasing 
the mortgage each year. His salary was 
gradually being increased. 

Then came the depression. John was 
out of work. He lost his house. His 
wife died. His child contracted rheu- 
matic fever. John’s health began to 
fail, and he had to spend some time in 
a hospital. It was many months before 
he was able to return home. 

“What’s the use of living?” John 
asked. “I’d be better off dead.” 

During one of his long afternoon 
walks, he happened to cut across a lot 


The 


which had been turned into a junk- 
yard. He came upon a man beating ¢ 
piece of iron with all his might. Wher 
the junkman was satisfied, he placec 
the metal on a pile, and began to repeai 
the process with another piece. 

John watched him for a time, ther 
asked him what he was doing. “I am 
testing these pieces of iron,” replied the 
junkman. “Do you see that pile over 
there? That’s all good iron.” 

“How do you know?” asked John. 

“Because I have tested it,” replied 
the man, “and it has stood up. Do you 
see that pile over there? That iron is 
no good. It can’t stand hard beatings.” 

“That’s it!” John told himself. “That’s 
what’s happening to me. God seems to 
be trying to find out whether I can take 
it! Well, with His help. T’ll try.” 
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THE CHURCH ... ww rwe news... 


DIVORCE 


Episcopalians to reconsider 

Pending at the general convention 
of the Episcopal Church in the autumn 
is a revision of rules on remarriage of 
divorced persons. Under a plan drawn 
up by a commission which has studied 
the subject for six years, a person in 
good standing in the church may re- 
marry a year after securing a divorce. 

Present Episcopalian rule, which re- 
fuses to sanction remarriage, is inef- 
fective and untrue to the purpose of 
marriage, the commission believes. 

The church’s legislation, the com- 
mission states, should aim “in the case 
of utter marital failures in helping to 
build new and better homes.” A true 
marriage, says the commission, should 
be a lifelong relation. Such a bond is 
not created if “a true marriage” has 
not been established “by reason of spir- 
itual, mental, or physical incom- 
petence.” 

“Every marriage is not a God-made 
marriage,’ says the commission. “A 
marriage in which the parties barely 
know one another, or in which there 
is no intention to form a lifelong union, 
or in which either does not compre- 
hend at all the spiritual significance of 
the marriage, or in which neither rec- 
ognizes the meaning and necessity of 
God’s grace, or in which there is a 
hidden and disastrous weakness of 
character not evident at the time of the 
ceremony but manifest later on—a 
ceremony cannot make sucha union a 
true marriage.” 


Divorce rate to rise 
Within 10 years one out of every 


three marriages will end in the divorcee 
court, predicted Dr. Clifford R. Adams 
at the National Conference on Family 
Relations last month. Dr. Adams is 
director of the Pennsylvania State Col- 
lege marriage counselling service. By 
1965, he predicted, 50 per cent of mar- 
riages will crack up. 

People will get married at younger 
and younger ages; the birth rate will go 
down steadily; women will increasingly 
compete with men for jobs, Dr. Adams 
stated. America will soon have a single 
standard of morality, and it will be 
low. 

“We haven’t seen anything like the 
juvenile delinquency we’re going to see 
in 1950,” he told the conference. Clinics 
to give advice on family problems are 
among his recommendations to slow 
down the divorce rate. He also believes 
in federal legislation to provide eco- 
nomic security “from the wedding day 
to the grave.” 

The time may come when 6,000,000 
women in the United States will be 
unable to find husbands, he prophesied. 
War casualties, overseas marriages, and 


women engaging in careers until they — 


are past the age of maximum marriage 
opportunity are reasons he suggested. 


One out of two 


“We are coming into an era in which 


one out of every two marriages will — 
end in a divorce court,’ Dr. Roy E. © 
Dickerson told church leaders in Day- | 
ton, Ohio, recently. He said the United © 
States is moving toward “social polyg- — 


amy.” 


Churches must unite to fight for the 
integrity of home life, Dr. Dickerson | 
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declared. “The church alone in society 
is the institution which can challenge 

_ people, but many won’t touch the sub- 
ject of divorce with a ten-foot pole. It 
is a question today whether society can 
be mobilized in time to save the in- 
tegrity and stability of the home.” 
Many Christians have an ostrich-like 
attitude, he said. 


Divorce in Toledo 

Divorce rate in Toledo in 1945 was 
twice that of 1937, announces Judge 
‘Paul W. Alexander of the Court of 
Domestic Relations. Ten grounds for 
divorce are recognized in Ohio. 

The loosening grip of the church is 
one of the reasons for the increasing 
rate, said the judge. Other reasons he 
gave are: increasing prosperity, riotous 
living, war conditions, war psychology, 
and women in industry. 

Infidelity on the part of the wife was 
established in 20 per cent of the divorce 
cases in Lucas County (Toledo) last 
year, the judge said. The average age 
of divorces is 28. 

Highest divorce rate in Ohio, accord- 
ing to 1944 statistics, was in Columbus. 
Dayton was second, with Akron next. 
Toledo was fourth. 


Figures 

U. S. figures on divorce made by a 
group of Maryland research workers 
shows church membership is a prevent- 
ative. Rates are as follows: Jewish, 
4.6 per 100; Catholic, 6.4; Protestant, 
6.8; non-church, 16.8. In mixed mar- 
riage (Protestant-Catholic) the rate 
was about as high as for the non- 
church group. 


Same thing in Ontario 

A divorce boom has been progressing 
in the province of Ontario for six years, 
reports Wilfred List. It is largely a 
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question of money. Divorce is expen- 
sive, since proof of adultery is the only 
grounds recognized. That usually means 
employment of private detectives at 
$8 a day. 

Divorces cost from $280 to $1,000 in 
Ontario, but there were 1,600 last year. 
Now that people have more money, 
they can afford them. 

One reason for the upswing in di- 
vorce cases is that divorce is becoming 
an accepted thing in society, said 
George Bagwell, attorney who handles 
many cases. “It used to be that divorce 
was looked upon with odium, but that 
is no longer true.” Increased earning 
power of women, making them inde- 
pendent of their husbands, is another 
factor. 


Chicago story 

Fast work in granting divorces is a 
major factor in the increasing rate, 
says Judge Michael Feinberg in Chi- 
cago. “Easy divorce and speed with 
which they are granted is the chief con- 
tributing cause.” 

Judge Edwin A. Robson blames hasty 
marriages, women going into industry, 
and the frequenting of saloons. “Liquor 
is the cause of approximately 60 per 
cent of the divorces,” he says. 

According to the Chicago Daily News 
he calls “upon churches and schools to 
impress upon engaged couples the re- 
sponsibilities of married life, and the 
sanctity of the marriage vow.” 


Lutherans say 

A statement on divorce was pre- 
sented at a group of Lutheran welfare 
workers in Chicago, April 22, as fol- 
lows: 

“In the recent period, marriage has 
come to be considered as a naturalistic, 
evolutionary, social development. Its 
basis is the theory of contract. In its 


lowest form it is a contract for the 
mutual use of each other. But even in 
its highest form it is purely a relation 
of individuals. 

“The sense of a divine, superpersonal 
institution is lost as well as the convic- 
tion that through God’s discipline man 
and wife grow in understanding, self- 
discipline, and affection to make mar- 
riage a success. As a result the family 
has become the crisis center of modern 
society. The steadily rising divorce 
rate is symptomatic. The crisis itself 
lies in the fact that marriage itself has 
lost divine sanction and the means by 
which it can overcome the inevitable 
conflicts arising when two individuals 
join for life. These can be overcome 
only when both bow to the chastening 
hand of God.” 


The deaf hear 

Seven deaf mutes were received into 
Kimball Memorial Lutheran Church of 
Kannapolis, N. C., on Palm Sunday. 
One was baptized and the others con- 
firmed. 

Baptismal and _ confirmation rites 
were conducted in the sign language. 
The questions were asked in signs by 
the pastor, the Rev. J. L. Norris, and the 


vows were made in signs by the group ' 


in unison and interpreted for the con- 
gregation by the pastor. This effort in 
evangelism among those who live in 
silence was made possible by a Sunday 
school class which has been meeting in 
Kimball Memorial for the past fifteen 
years. This class is taught by Mr. Tyre 
L. Walker, a member of the local 
church, and has enrolled more than 20 
members with an average attendance 
of 16. 


Finding jobs 
With 700 returning service men in 
its membership, the North Austin Lu- 
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Dr. F. W. Otterbein interviews job-seeker 


theran Church of Chicago has opened 
an employment bureau to find them 
jobs. Other members of the church 
may also apply for the help of the new 
bureau. 

North Austin Church has over 4,000 
confirmed members, largest congrega- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church. 


ULC EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Chaplains are assisted 
Ten veterans have taken advantage 


of the ULC plan of making special 
grants to returning chaplains for pe- 
riods of study in colleges and semi- 
naries. Up to April 20, a total of 
$1,753.33 had been expended from the 
War Emergency Fund for this purpose. 
This was reported at the meeting of 
the ULC Executive Board on April 25. 

The grants are first recommended by 
the Board of Education, and when ap- 
proved by the officers of the church, 
payment is made monthly to the chap- 
lains. Mr. Henry Beisler, treasurer of 
the ULCA, estimated for the Executive 
Board that approximately $1,000 a 
month will be needed for the remainder 
of the year, and that the $10,000, or- 
iginally approved, will cover the needs 
of 1946. 
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Chaplains also came in for considera- 
tion in the report of Dr. W. H. Greever, 
ULC Secretary, who indicated to the 
Executive Board that the plan of help- 
ing such men back to civilian life, 
which the Executive Board had ap- 
proved, was meeting with “reasonable 
success.” : 

Six of the chaplains studying at Chi- 
cago Seminary have received grants. 
The numbers at other institutions at 
present are: Hamma Divinity School 2, 
University of Nebraska 1, Drew Uni- 
versity 1. 


Co-operation approved 

Co-operation of ULC Board of For- 
eign Missions with the Joint Committee 
on Lutheran Interests in China was ap- 
proved by the Executive Board on 
April 25. Up to the present this com- 
mittee has consisted of representatives 
of the Norwegian Lutheran Church of 


' America, the Augustana Synod, and the 


Lutheran Free Church. It has been in 
existence about 25 years. This will be 
the first time the ULC board will have 
had official representation on the com- 
mittee. 

Also approved was the relation of 
the Foreign Mission Board to the Lu- 
theran Seminary in China, including 
the right to make a capital investment 
in the seminary and to supply a mem- 
ber of the staff. 

The proposed department of special 
missions of the National Lutheran 
Council, which must have the approval 
of the general bodies of the council, 
was approved “in principle” by the 
Executive Board. 


Appointed 

Dr. Nils Willison, president of Sas- 
katoon College and Seminary, has been 
appointed to the American Section of 
the Lutheran World Convention by Dr. 
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Franklin Clark Fry, ULC president, to 
fill the vacancy created by death of Dr. 
Frederick H. Knubel. Dr. Willison is 
the fourth representative of the ULC 
in the American Section. 


Federal Council 

The ULC will participate in the 
newly created commission of the Fed- 
eral Council for recruiting for the min- 
istry, according to Executive Board 
action on April 25. The Commission 
of the ULC to the Federal Council, of 
which Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz is chair- 
man, had recommended this action. 

The Executive Board also approved 
the recommendation of the ULCA Fed- 
eral Council Commission that the ULC 
participate in the support of the public 


relations bureau which the Federal 


Council has established in Washington. 


ULC FOREIGN BOARD 
Direct action 

Appeal to the U.S. State Department 
for allowing a Lutheran missionary to 
return to Japan was endorsed by the 
ULC Board of Foreign Missions at its 
quarterly meeting in New York, April 
24-25. Previous efforts to obtain clear- 
ance papers have been made through 
the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America. 

Bottleneck in sending missionaries to 
Japan has at last been broken, re- 
ported Dr. J. Roy Strock, ULC mission 
board secretary. After three months of 
delay, Drs. George Ernest Bott and 
Paul S. Mayer, representing the For- 
eign Missions Conference, have been 
permitted to go to Japan. Four addi- 
tional missionaries selected by the 
Conference have now received the OK 
of the State Department and the Mac- 
Arthur headquarters. 

It appears that the way is open for 


if 


sending additional missionaries, re- 
ported Dr. Strock. Japanese Christians 
have told American chaplains they are 
eager for the return of Americans. A 
United Lutheran is expected to be on 
the next priority list drawn up by the 
Foreign Missions Conference. Direct 
appeal to the State Department for 
clearance of a Lutheran missionary is 
intended to re-enforce negotiations of 
the Conference. 

“While the bottleneck has been 
broken,” Dr. Strock said, “it must be 
realized that the way is not yet open 
for a large number of missionaries to 
return to Japan because of the lack of 
food and housing and the unsatisfac- 
tory conditions in respect to finance in 
that country.” 


Moll to Argentina 

Dr. Edwin Moll, ULC Foreign Board 
secretary, was commissioned by the 
Board at its April meeting to go to 
Argentina to assist the mission in its 
formal organization as a church. He 
will also aid in launching a renewed 
program of evangelism. In addition to 
his work in Argentina, Dr. Moll is ex- 
pected to visit the field in British 
Guiana. 

As commissioner of the board, Dr. 
Moll will leave late this summer for a 
year’s work in South America. In 
Argentina he will assist church leaders 
in the organizational work and in the 
preparation of a constitution. He will 
also study the present work and make 
recommendations to the board with re- 
gard to policies. 

Dr. Moll will visit British Guiana to 
confer with mission and national lead- 
ers and there, too, re-emphasize evan- 
gelism. He will be provided with equip- 
ment to make still and motion pictures 
for educational and promotional work 
in the ULC. 


Three new missionaries 

Three men approved for overseas 
service by the ULC Board of Foreign 
Missions at its April meeting are: a 
Navy chaplain; a descendant of the first 
Lutheran missionary to the American 


Wilbur Clair Currens 


Indians; and the son of a former mis- 
sionary to India. 

The chaplain is the Rev. Wilbur 
Clair Currens, who has served in the 
Pacific area since 1943. Previously he 
had been a pastor in Warrenville, Il. 
He is appointed a missionary to Liberia 
where he plans to do evangelistic work, 
and later, perhaps, medical work. He 
has studied at Chicago Medical School, 
and after a three-year term in Liberia 
may return to complete the require- 
ments for a medical degree. His wife 
is a registered nurse frorh the Lutheran 
Deaconess Hospital, Chicago. 

Pastor Robert P. Roth has been called 


to the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran . 
The Lutheran — 
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Church in India to teach in Luthergiri 
Seminary. He is completing work for 
the Ph.D. degree. He is a graduate of 
Carthage College, Northwestern The- 
ological Seminary, has a master’s de- 
gree from the University of Illinois, 


Paul E. Holmer 


and has engaged in graduate study at 
the University of Chicago. He is at 
present assistant to his father, Dr. Paul 
Wagner Roth, at Epiphany Church, 
Milwaukee. His wife is a daughter of 
Dr. O. Garfield Beckstrand, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Rockford, Ill. Among 
his ancestors is the Rev. Johann Roth, 
who engaged in pioneer missionary 
work among the Indians in the Ohio 
valley in 1756. 

Pastor Paul E. Holmer is a son of the 
Rev. Thure A. Holmer of the Augustana 
Synod who was a missionary in India 
for more than 15 years. He also will 
go to India as evangelist and teacher. 
He is a graduate of Augustana College 
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from which he will receive a master’s 
degree this year. 


Starvation 

A call for voluntary rationing of 
foods and efforts to save all grain pos- 
sible to help in a “fearful emergency” 
in India, was issued to the members of 
the United Lutheran Church and the 
American public in general in a special 
resolution of the ULC Foreign Mission 
Board at its April 24-25 session. 

“The acute danger of starvation,” the 
resolution read, “now facing millions 
of human beings in India impels us to 
call this fearful emergency to the at- 
tention of all the people of our Church 
and of Americans in general and to lay 
it upon them as a Christian obligation 
to begin at once voluntary rationing of 
food and to exert their utmost influence 
to save all the grain possible, in order 
to help feed the famishing peoples in 
India and other countries.” 

It was pointed out that the emer- 
gency was the result of the failure of 
crops and that action must be taken 
at once to curtail suffering and death. 


To train teachers 

The compulsory free education 
scheme of the Madras Government has 
now been introduced in 34 schools of 
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in India, it was reported at the 


. April meeting of the ULC Foreign Mis- 


sion Board. Government grants are 
being made to meet the necessary ex- 
pansion. 

Imperative as a result of the school 
policy is an enlarged teacher training 
program. Proposals were made in Jan- 
uary—and undoubtedly are now being 
carried out—to establish a secondary 
grade training school at Rajahmundry 
and the higher grade training school at 


9 


Narasaravupet. High school diplomas 
are prerequisites of applicants entering 
these schools. 

An important reason for stepping up 
normal school training of the Church 
in India, according to Dr. J. Roy Strock, 
India secretary, is the fact that the gov- 
ernment’s scheme of compulsory free 
education, now being implemented in 
almost all parts of India, calls for a tre- 
mendously increased number of teach- 
ers. If Christian men and women, he 
continued, are now prepared for these 
teaching positions, a large number of 
them will undoubtedly secure positions 
in the government schools. 

The Andhra Church has also taken 
action looking toward the opening of a 
teachers’ college as soon as possible in 
connection with the Andhra Christian 
College. The “L.T.” degree is given 
after a year’s course in such a college. 
Only college graduates are eligible. 

Approval was given to the Andhra 
Church to proceed with the arrange- 
ments which are being made for the 
co-operation of the American Baptist 
Mission Conference of the Telugu area 
in the ULC’s Andhra Christian College. 

Since the Andhra Church has ex- 
pressed a strong desire to establish a 
diaconate in India, the Board of Foreign 
Missions is recommending that the ULC 
Board of Deaconess Work be requested 
to provide two deaconesses to go to 
India for a period of five to ten years 
to proceed with training a native 
diaconate. 


Syrian Orphanage 

Word is being awaited from the Brit- 
ish Government regarding approval of 
the United Lutheran plan for taking 
over operation of the Syrian Orphanage 
in Jerusalem. The plan has been ap- 
proved by the ULC Executive Board 
and the Board of Foreign Missions, 
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This orphanage, founded in 1860 by 
Dr. John Ludwig Schneller, a German 
missionary, came into British hands 
during the war as alien enemy pro- 
perty. The British government is eager 
that it continue in operation, and is 
studying the transfer of responsibility 
to the United Lutheran Church. 

Dr. E. F. Voehringer, pastor of Tabor 
Church, Philadelphia, and secretary of 
the American Board of the Syrian Or- 
phanage, reported that this organiza- 
tion, made up of friends of the Schneller 
family, would continue its support of 
the orphanage under ULC administra- 
tion. Dr. Voehringer was elected on 
April 25 a member of the Board of 
Foreign Missions by the ULC Execu- 
tive Board. 

Also elected by the Executive Board 
to membership on the Foreign Board 
is Dr. W. Carl Satre, pastor of Augs- 
burg Church, Toledo. He takes the 
place held by Dr. E. E. Snyder who 
has become executive secretary of the 
board. Dr. Voehringer replaces Dr. 
Paul J. Hoh who resigned from the 
board recently. 


Will consider Negro missionaries 

A committee was instructed by the 
ULC Board of Foreign Missions to con- 
sider the question of sending American 
Negroes as missionaries, particularly 
to Liberia. 

The Foreign Board at its April meet- 
ing also accepted the proposal of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(formerly United Danish) that it again 
co-operate with the ULC in mission 
work in Japan and probably also in 
work among the Japanese on the U.S. 
west coast. Provisions are being made 
for representation of the UEC on the 
ULC Foreign Board. 

The board approved a combination 
subscription price of $1 for the Foreign 
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Vissionary, its monthly magazine, and 
Lutheran Woman’s Work, magazine of 
he Women’s Missionary Society. 

Resignations were regretfully re- 
seived from two missionaries: the Rev. 
Paul H. Gleichman, India, as of Sept. 1, 
and Carlton W. Moore, M.D., Liberia, 
as of March 1. 


Death-trap 

Starvation of Germany “has been de- 
liberately engineered with such a 
malevolent cunning and with such 
diabolic skill that the American people 
themselves have been caught in an in- 
ternational death-trap,” charges Sen- 
ator Homer E. Capehart in a statement 
in the Congressional Record. 

The alleged “peacetime” policies of 
the Truman administration, states Sen- 
ator Capehart, “have degenerated into 
a deliberate face-saving fraud. The fact 
can no longer be suppressed, namely, 
the fact that it has been, and continues 
to be, the deliberate policy of a con- 
fidential and conspiratorial clique with- 
in the policy-making circles of this 
Government to draw and quarter a 
nation now reduced to abject misery. 

“In this process,” states Senator 
Capehart, “this clique, like a pack of 
hyenas struggling over the bloody en- 
trails of a corpse, and inspired by a 
sadistic and fanatical hatred, are de- 
termined to destroy the German nation 
and the German people, no matter what 
the consequences.” 

Senator Capehart in his statement 
compares the optimistic forecasts made 
by U. S. Army spokesmen regarding 
European food conditions with some re- 
ports on conditions as they have de- 
veloped in Germany. The senator is a 
Lutheran of the Missouri Synod. He 
quotes reports on starvation conditions 
as given by Dr. Lawrence Meyer, Mis- 
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souri Synod executive, following his 
travel in Europe in the early winter. 


Food packages for Germany 

Individuals may soon be permitted 
to mail food packages to Germany, it 
was stated by Maj. Gen. Oliver P. 
Echols before the U. S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee on April 25. 

The War Department favors allow- 
ing individual Americans to ship a 15- 
pound package to a friend in Germany 
if they will also supply an additional 
package for a German unknown to 
them. 

There might be trouble in the Amer- 
ican-occupied zone of Germany within 
the coming months if immediate steps 
are not taken to increase food rations, 
he warned. 

Mr. James Flint, representing 
CRALOG—the Council of Relief Agen- 
cies Licensed for Operation in Ger- 
many—urged the committee that Amer- 
ican donations be made largely in cash 
for the purchase of “K” rations in 
packages providing 40,000 calories, or 
enough for a family of five for a week. 

CARE—the Co-operative for Amer- 
ican Remittances to Europe—has been 
preparing to ship 30-pound food pack- 
ages to France, Poland, Norway, Fin- 
land, Czechoslovakia, Italy, and the 
Netherlands. The packages are largely 
army rations secured from surplus sup- 
plies. They are sold at $15. 


$1,200 for Niemoeller 

A gift of $1,200 has been sent to Mar- 
tin Niemoeller, German church leader, 
by Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of 
Buffalo, N. Y. It is a tribute to his de- 
fiance of Hitler and his heroism during 
eight years of Nazi imprisonment. 

The Rev. Ralph W. Loew, pastor of 
Holy Trinity Church, said the check 


Less publicized than their famous husbands are 
the following, who met at tea in Geneva: Mrs. 
Samuel Cavert, Mrs. Theophilus Wurm, Mrs. 
Martin Niemoeller, Mrs. S. C. Michelfelder 


was mailed to the Lutheran represent- 
ative of the World Council of Churches 
in Geneva, Switzerland, “with the hope 
that Pastor Niemoeller would receive 
the gift by Easter.” 

In a brief note to Dr. Niemoeller, 
newly-elected head of the Confessional 
Church of Germany, Mr. Loew said: 

“You gave us courage for eight long 
years, and we truly hope that we can 
give you a bit of strength now in these 
days in which you confront the stupen- 
dous tasks of this moment We want 
the faith and courage of Easter to be 
abroad around the world, and im this 
earnest spirit we bear you in our hearts 
and prayers as we pray you do for us.” 

Mr. Loew said the gift was sent in 
accord with his congregation’s plan to 
spend an equal amount in benevolences 
for every dollar spent at home in 1946. 
In addition to the gift, the church plans 
to send $6,000 this year to Lutheran 
World Action. 


GERMANY 


Niemoeller may travel 

Ambition of Martin Niemoeller to 
visit the United States may be fulfilled 
ihis summer. He will come over for 
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three months, along with Mrs. Nie- 
moeller, reports Dr, L. W. Goebel, 
president of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. His tour, to be ar- 
ranged by the Federal Council of 
Churches, would provide some time for 
the Reformed Church as well as some 
for the Lutherans. 

Immediately after Niemoeller’s re- 
lease from Nazi captivity last spring. 
he spoke of wishing to visit England 
and America. Then came the flurry of 
adverse publicity when Americans dis- 
covered to their great surprise that 
Niemoeller was still a patriotic Ger- 
man. That ended for the time being 
any thought of a Niemoeller world tour. 

More recently Niemoeller has been 
noted for two things: 1. He has tray- 
eled through Germany eloquently 
urging his countrymen to confess the 
guilt of their nation. “We Christians 
must face this guilt and confess it,” he 
declared in a recent sermon in Erlang- 
en. “If we do not face it, it will re- 
main. Remember, 30 or 40 millions 
died as the result of our action—and 
nobody in Germany seems ready to 
confess this guilt.” 

2. Niemoeller has been outspoken in 
criticizing bungling of the Allied oc- 
cupation authorities, who have given 
little opportunity for the anti-Nazi 
leaders in Germany to assume any re- 
sponsibility. It is for his statements of 
this type that it has not seemed too 
probable that he would be permitted to 
make speeches in America. 

Apparently the fervent sincerity and 
truly Christian spirit of the ex-U-boat 
commander are gradually being recog- 
nized—for Allied Military Government 
authorities did nothing in mid-April to 
prevent Niemoeller’s election as pres- 
ident of the executive council of the 
Church of Hesse-Nassau. This is the 
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_“Brothers’ Council,” representing the 
Confessing pastors who are now in 
control of the 
throughout a large part of Germany. 
It had been rumored for some time that 


Protestant churches 


“  Niemoeller would be named bishop ot 
"Hesse. However, the Germans are still 


wary about adopting the title “bishop” 


* too freely. There was considerable ob- 


jection when Otto Dibelius was given 
this title by the Berlin-Brandenburg 
Church. 


| Is Niemoeller a Lutheran? 


There has been speculation as to 


| whether Pastor Niemoeller is a Lu- 


theran. Unquestionably in his personal 


_ conviction he is a firm and ardent Lu- 
_theran. As pastor of the 


Dahlem 


, Church in the Berlin suburbs in pre- 
. war days, he was a member of the 
.| Evangelical Church—a union of Lu- 


meeting of the 


therans and Reformed. He is now a 
strong believer in a united Protestant 
Church for Germany—in which Lu- 
therans and Reformed would be merged. 

“Are you a Lutheran?” Niemoeller 
was asked in Geneva at the February 
World Council of 
Churches. “Yes,” he replied strongly. 


_ “Are you an Evangelical?” he was also 
' asked, and again he said “Yes.” 


As a believer in a union church, Nie- 


'| moeller is eager to see a continuation 


of the strong stand taken by the “Con- 


| fessing Pastors” who organized in 1934 


to withstand Hitler. The Confessionals 
included both Lutheran and Reformed. 
The present EKID (Evangelical Church 
in Germany), which is a postwar con- 
tinuation of the united church front, 
should become permanent, thinks Nie- 
moeller. 

“Tt is sometimes said in Germany to- 
day that EKID is only a federation of 
churches,” said Niemoeller in Geneva 
in February. “But its leaders are 
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aware that EKID must become more 
and more a single entity. The Council 
of the EKID ought not to be regarded 
simply as an organizational office, but 
must carry out its real office on the 
basis of the Word of God, so that the 
separate regional churches may know 
that they are bound together by the 
authority of God’s Word. 

“We will not throw away the unity 
which God has given to the Confessing 
Church. There is a real danger that 
EKID may again be split up. But the 
regional churches have promised in 
EKID to guard’ the unity of Evangel- 
ical Christianity in Germany, and it is 
now up to them to keep their word. 
For EKID is the hope of Confessing 
Christianity in Germany.” 


Future in Germany 

Almost all church leaders are agreed 
that this is no time to require German 
Protestants to make final decision about 
future church organization. They are 
too busy just now trying to keep their 
churches alive against the terrible 
pressure of postwar circumstances. 
EKID is a God-sent means of distri- 
bution of help to weary and starving 
people. 

It is further agreed by churchmen 
that Germans must make their own 
decision in future days regarding the 
way to organize their church. It would 
be a serious mistake to settle the ques- 
tion for them by interference from 
outside. 

Meanwhile there is a sharp difference 
of opinion regarding the future between 
German churchmen such as Bishop 
Hans Meiser of Bavaria—a conserva- 
tive Lutheran—and Pastor Niemoeller 
and his followers. Conservative pastors, 
particularly in South Germany, would 
like to see the establishment of a 
United Lutheran Church of Germany. 
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WORLD NEWS NOTES 


independence 

SELF-DETERMINATION by minority 
groups has taken on vigorous life all 
around the world. Shattered boundaries 
of nations and stirring ambitions of 
subject groups have let loose a surpris- 
ing number of claims for independent 
rule. Egypt wants to break every tie 
of dependence on Britain, and has the 
Arab League to help her. India is seek- 
ing the high road to complete freedom. 
The same is true with respect to the 
Indonesian Republic now seeking to 
establish itself. 

But the agitation reaches into less 
expected corners. Libya not only ob- 
jects to any return to Italian overlord- 
ship; it says it is ready for independ- 
ence. El Sayed Idris of the Senussi, 
spiritual leader in that area, wants 
Libya to join the Arab League as an 
independent state. A tiny minority of 
Slavs (150,000) on the border of Czecho- 
slovakia and New Poland, are asking 
admission to U.N. as an indeperident 
unit under the name of Lusatia. 


Trip to Mars 

THOSE WHO HAVE been excited by the 
rapidly extending reach of rockets into 
the ether. and have fondly envisioned 
a trip to Mars im a rocket ship, are now 
asked to pause and reflect. Dr. J. Kap- 
lan (University of California) esti- 
mates that 75,000,000 meteorites rush 
into the earth’s atmosphere every day 
at a speed varying from 30,000 to 
180,000 miles an hour. 

Most of them are no larger than 
peas, and they are consumed quickly by 
air friction. Yet at that speed very lit- 
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By JULIUS F. SEEBACH 


tle particles could pierce the rocket — 
ship, and a large meteorite could de- 

stroy the ship at a single blow. The ad- — 
venturers may think of that before they | 
start, but they might hope to dodge the f 
meteorites, because it is estimated that — 
the most concentrated swarms of mete- 
orites average about one gram (1/30th 
of an ounce) in 20 cubic miles of space. 


Discovery 

Despair of defeated nations and op- 
pressed races over the application of 
the Nazi sterilization program promises 
to be removed by experiments and dis- 
coveries of Dr. Benedict Hummel, chief 
surgeon of the Berlin Charity Hospital. 
He claims to have successfully restored 
fertility to two men who were sterilized. 
The successful operations are too re- 
cent in time and limited in scope to 
allow a comprehensive report, but Dr. 
Hummel has no doubt that restoration 
of fertility to women as well as men 
is feasible. 


Voice for co-ops 
Co-oPERATIVE SOCIETIES have gained 
a voice in the Economie and Social 
Council of the U.N. Their International 
Co-operative Alliance has been granted — 
a “permanent consultative status.” The — 
extent of this growing movement may 
be judged by the reach of the Alliance. — 
It covers 37 lands and has a member- ~ 
ship of 85,000,000 families. The pres-— 
ence of the Alliance on the Council is 
welcomed as a means of stabilizing con-_ 
ditions wherever their local co-opera-_ 
tives are established, and as a positive | 
force for encouraging peaceful relations. 
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WASHINGTON 


BY OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 


THE BRITISH LOAN 


One of the sharpest issues now hbe- 
fore the White House and Capitol Hill 
is the British Loan. 

Proponents are saying that the issue 
is not whether we haven’t done every- 
thing we can and should for England, 
nor whether the loan will be repaid. 
Also, that the debates should not be 
based on figures and statistics, which 
can be interpreted to mean anything. 
Nor is it a question of philanthropy. 


Vandenberg 

Senator Arthur Vandenberg deliv- 
ered perhaps one of his best speeches 
in support of the Loan before leaving 
for the Paris Conference with Secre- 
tary Byrnes, and summarized his ap- 
proval in strong, telling words. “This 
British Loan has perplexed me more 
than any other problem in my 18 Sen- 
ate years. I have refrained from taking 
my position until I could exhaust every 
available source of information and 
advice. It is a subject which defies any 
certainty of conclusion. . . . It is a ques- 
tion of which chance is the better one 
for the United States to take for the 
sake of American welfare in a peaceful, 
stabilized world. . . . This is solely a 
question whether, all things considered, 
this lean should be made by us as a 
matter of intelligent self-interest. It is 


on this basis that I have come to the’ 


reluctant but firm conviction that the 
joint resolution should pass.” 


Leadership 
Proponents believe that the United 
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States must accept the moral and eco- 
nomic leadership of the world if inter- 
national relations are to be stabilized. 
The Loan becomes somewhat of a key 
to our foreign policy. They hold that 
if we do not do so, some other great 
and powerful nation will step in to 
capitalize on our failure. 


Totalitarian 

One of the determining points on 
which this debate will turn is the belief 
that England is one of the balances in 
world economic power. Which way will 
she have to turn if we do not make 
this loan? If Britain is forced to deal 
with totalitarian powers in order to 
save herself, we may be forced into the 
rawest kind of self-defense in return. 

Our own home consumption is our 
largest market, but in order to keep 
business in sufficient volume to ap- 
proximate full employment, we must 
have supplemental world markets. 
Pent-up consumer demands at the mo- 
ment don’t point this way, but in- 
evitably the need of world trade will 
come. This loan may mean the differ- 
ence between bitter economic strife and 
a world where peace is possible. 


William Green 

The president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has summarized the 
thinking of the proponents of the Brit- 
ish Loan in a strong sentence: “If we 
choose not to aid Britain now, the whole 


_ structure—monetary, economic and po- 


litical—of healthy international co- 
operation will begin to crumble.” 
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Third in @ series on “Progress to Perfection” 


The Christian’s Predicament 


By MARTIN J. HEINECKEN 


A Christian becomes a "new man” in the moment the Holy Spirit touches 
his heart with flame, yet the “old man” within him is not destroyed 


THERE STANDS A MIRACLE of creation at 
the beginning of life.and a miracle of 
resurrection at its end. But what of 
the in-between, from birth to death? 
For the Christian there is another all- 
important miracle—his rebirth into the 
kingdom of heaven. This is the miracle 
of grace, which may occur in infancy 
in the sacrament of baptism or later 
when for the first time there is kindled 
in the surrendering heart the flame of 
faith. In that instant all the blessings 
of salvation are bestowed. The indi- 
vidual is accepted as a child of God 
and an heir of heaven. Described in 
purely legal terms, this is when adop- 
tion papers are signed and sealed, and 
life in “faith” as a child of God in the 
kingdom of heaven begins. 

At the moment when the sinner is 
declared righteous, a new man is actu- 
ally born. There is a miracle of rebirth. 
There is a resurrection to a new life. 
The old sinful nature is actually 
“buried with Christ unto death.” 

The old man—that is, all men as they 
are by nature—is in rebellion against 
God. He lives for himself instead of 
returning his life in gratitude to the 
God who gave it. Such a person is out 
of harmony with the divine plan for 
him. 


In THE moment that he comes to 
“faith.” that is, is taken hold of by God 
himself, all this is changed. Since now 
he trusts God, his will is to accept his 


16 


*Sanctifier. He properly stands in awe | 


life from God alone and give it back to 
Him in grateful, obedient, unselfish, 
disinterested service. In principle he _ 
has broken with self-love, pride, mis- 
trust, anxiety, and fear. He is deter- | 
mined to love the Lord his God and his _ 
neighbor as himself. His heart over- — 
flows with gratitude and love. A new © 
man has actually come forth. | 

This is the new birth. The sinner is 
transformed into a just and righteous ~ 
man. To be justified or righteous means _ 
to be in conformity with a certain : 
standard or pattern. By nature no man 
is in conformity with this pattern. He } 
is out of conformity, not because God 
made him that way but because, in the 
freedom which God gave him, he mis- 
trusts God and exceeds his God-given _ 
limitations and so gets out of alignment 
with the standard. 

But now, when he surrenders to God 
in God-wrought faith and is forgiven, 
comformity with the standard is re- 
stored. He is righteous, upright, erect 
in forgiveness, in the righteousness of 
Christ. 


HE 1s Now ALso actually righteous in 
the sense of being right with God. He 
acknowledges his Creator, Redeemer, — 


' 


of Him and fears only His righteous 
wrath. He loves Him and trusts Him ~ 
above all things. He no longer seeks — 

his own but the things of his neighbor, 
His love knows no barriers of color or 
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_ station. It extends also to his enemy. 
The one who is reborn has the spirit 
of Christ within him. He is a branch 
in the true Vine. He is a member of 
that body of which Christ is the head. 


DorEs THIS MEAN “perfection”? By no 
means. We have spoken of being made 
holy in a broad sense, which means the 
entire process of making a sinner into 
a saint from the very first moment the 
Holy Spirit touches his heart to flame 
until the consummation in the resur- 
rection. Now we are speaking of this 
process in the narrow sense, by which 
we understand the daily growth in holi- 
ness which ought to advance from day 
to day without ever actually reaching 
perfection. 

It is the actual moral transformation 
. of the sinner into a saint which is al- 
Ways moving toward that goal which 
it mever reaches in this life. The goal 
is there, patterned in the flesh and 
blood of the Son of man. It is there also 
in the pattern which the mind and heart 
and will were given in the moment of 
rebirth. But there is a reason why the 
goal is never attained in this life and 
why the Christian lives on nothing less 
than daily sorrow and repentance and 
daily forgiveness. 


THIS IS THE STRANGE PREDICAMENT in 
which we as Christians find ourselves. 
St. Paul, after a lifetime of love and 
devotion, cried out in real anguish of 
spirit: “The evil that I would not, that 
I do—and the good that I would. I do 
not.” O wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” We have no reason to suppose 
that St. Paul was here remembering 
only an earlier stage in his life, before 
the power of the Spirit had entered into 
it. He was thinking rather of the an- 
guish of each moment of decision, of the 
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constant presence of two forces con- 
flicting within him—the fiesh and the 
spirit, the old man and the new man. 

We must not make the mistake of 
identifying the flesh with the body and 
the spirit with the mind, but must see 
the real opposition between the old man 
which Paul was by nature and the new 
man born in him by the Spirit of God. 
Paul was once a Pharisee, outstripping 
all his associates in his zeal for right- 
eousness. No doubt there was a time 
when in his very fanaticism he was 
sure that he had attained perfection. 
Then he came face to face with One 
who had really fulfilled all righteous- 
ness, and the scales dropped from his 
eyes. Now he said, “I think not that I 
have attained.” Now he was “the chief 
of sinners,” chief of sinners in that very 
zeal which he had once deemed his 
perfection. 

What happened was this, as every 
Christian can verify from his own ex- 
perience: Through his contact with the 
living Christ, a new life was born with- 
in him, comparable only to a resurrec- 


tion from the dead. “I am crucified with 


Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God who loved 
me and gave himself for me” (Gal 
2:20). Now he knew the meaning of 
the new commandment: “That ye love 


* one another even as I have loved you,” 


for he had experienced that love. He 
knew a righteousness that exceeded the 
righteousness of the scribes and Phar- 
isees, a purity of heart that could brook 
no angry thought, no lustful glance, no 
slightest hypocrisy, that flowed spon- 
taneously and without the slightest 
hesitance toward all men. 


Bur Sr. Paut was tragically aware of 
another inescapable fact. Always pres- 
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ent in him, always asserting himself 
there was still the old Adam alongside 
of the new man, spoiling the purity of 
every decision and leaving only daily 
sorrow and repentance and daily refuge 
in the victory of Him who knew no sin 
yet was made sin for us that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in 
Him. 

For some, this is a very difficult point. 
There are many Christian “perfection- 
ists.” They are to be found not only 
among Roman Catholics who confuse 
God’s act of justification in forgiveness 
with the process of moral transforma- 
tion, and so pronounce sainthood upon 
those in whom they think the moral 
transformation has been completed in 
this life. They are to be found not only 
among the “enthusiasts,” that is, the 


“Holiness” people, who mistake an 
emotional shower-bath for an inner 
purge. 


They are to be found also among 
Lutherans who do not understand what 
Luther meant when he said of bap- 
tism: “It signifies that the old Adam 
in us is to be drowned and destroyed 
by daily sorrow and repentance, to- 
gether with all sins and evil lusts; and 
that again the new man should daily 
come forth and rise, that shall live in 
the presence of God in righteousness 
and purity forever.” 


THIS IS THE SITUATION: Life is a series 
of constantly recurring moments of de- 
cision, and in every decision there are 
for the reborn two pulls. One is of the 
flesh, toward self and away from God— 
and the other of the Spirit, toward God 
and away from self. Each act of free- 
dom calls for a new decision. It will 
make no difference whether a man 
stands at the beginning of life or at the 
end, the double pull will still be there, 
though, of course, it may not in each 
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case be equally weighted. 

And this is precisely where the 
Christian’s growth in holiness, the 
“progress” in his Christianity comes in. 
The pull of the flesh becomes weaker. 
The victory of the Spirit is easier. 
Gross sins are overpowered more and 
more. Those who stole, steal no more. 
The sun does not any longer go down 
upon the wrath of him who once could 
not sleep for harboring that cancerous 
grudge. Reveling, drunkenness, biting 
and devouring one another ceases. “Be- 
hold how they love one another.” 

But does this mean that perfection 
has been attained and that the struggle 
has ceased? Does this mean that there 
is no longer need of daily sorrow and 
repentance, or that the daily decisions 
are any less crucial or momentous? By 
no means. In fact, the nearer the saints 
approach the goal the further it seems 
to recede from their grasp. For each 
new victory opens up new possibilities. 
It is like approaching a distant moun-_ 
tain, the full size of which does not 
dawn upon us until we are at its very 
foot and begin climbing its slopes. 

So as we come nearer to the perfect 
manhood of the one perfect Man, the 
more He grows in stature before us, and 
none knows that stature so well as the 
one who comes close to matching it. 
The more we walk with Him, the more 
He opens to us His great heart of love, 


» the more He is transfigured before us, 


the smaller and the more wretched we 
ourselves become, and the more we re- 
alize how very far we still are from 
the goal. “Be ye, therefore, perfect, 
as your father which is in heaven is 
perfect.” 

“Now mine eye seeth thee and I re- 
pent in dust and ashes.” 


HERE IS THE ONLY safeguard against 
self-righteousness, against spiritual 
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pride, against cruel condemnation of 
another’s foibles. Here is the only thing 
that can preserve tension and keep us 
forever on the stretch toward the ideal 
that forever lies beyond. With no 
achievement can and ought any man to 
be satisfied. But this is not because 
‘there is no absolute goal of perfection, 
but because that goal still stretches be- 
yond our utmost reach. And it is not as 
though we could not know what that 
ideal is. That Ideal we have before us, 
patterned in flesh and blood, tempted 
In every point’as we are, yet without 
sin. For every situation, however dif- 
fieult, He shows the way of escape, not 
by some rule-of-thumb but by the ap- 
plication of a principle that simply will 
‘not allow us to be satisfied with any 
of our achievements. 


THERE ARE THOSE WHO Say that this is 
a heartless and impractical teaching 
which will lead.only to despair and 
abandonment of the struggle. Dogs, we 
are told, when repeatedly urged to 


make a jump that is beyond their pow- 
ers, will finally crack up with a nervous 
breakdown, and so will a man if he is 
continually whipped up to try for a 
goal which he cannot attain. 

Perhaps this would be true if men 
were dogs. Perhaps it would be true 
also if it were not for that forgiveness 
and righteousness which are the sin- 
ner’s constant refuge. There is such a 
thing, too, as cheerfully resigning one- 
self to one’s sinfulness, if only that is 
not misunderstood. It certainly does 
not mean indulging in sin in order that 
grace may abound. But it does mean 
giving up that proud, frantic striving 
for self-righteousness which can lead 
only to outward, legalistic, Pharisaic 
righteousness, blindness to the thoughts 
and intents of the heart—or else to 
despair. Yes, and it must lead to de- 
spair, if one is ever to take refuge in 
the grace of God. 


(Concluding article in this series will 
appear next week.) 
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If we work upon marble, it will perish; 
If we work upon brass, time will efface it; 
If we rear temples, they will crumble into dust; 
| But, if we work upon immortal souls, if we imbue them with prin- 


eternity. 


ciples, with the just fear of God and the love of fellow man, 
we engrave on those tablets something which will brighten all 


—DaANIEL WEBSTER 


The churchman relates that at a Sunday meeting of a men’s class 


one member rose and said to the teacher, “Will you please tell me 


known the distance.” 


how far in actual miles Dan is from Beersheba? I’ve heard, all my 
life, the familiar phrase, ‘from Dan to Beersheba,’ but never have 


Another member jumped to his feet. “Do I understand,” he asked, 
“that Dan and Beersheba are the names of places?” 


- “Yes,” said the teacher. 


“That’s one on me,” he laughed. “I always thought they were 
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husband and wife, like Sodom and Gomorrah.” 


This is Christian Family Week 


By EARL S. RUDISILL 


THE FAMILY STRUCTURE is creaking 
and groaning under a heavy weight of 
tensions and problems. The unprece- 
dented divorce, crime, and delinquency 
rates, added to other disruptive forces, 
constitute a threat to the whole social 
fabric. In some areas of the United 
States the number of divorces is today 
exceeding the number of marriages. 
Is the church noting the increased 
danger to family life? 

The bases of conflict are not new, 
but they have been intensified and 
multiplied by war and its aftermath. 
But this situation does not indicate that 
marriage and the family unit have lost 
their validity. They are the same fine 
institutions as in times past, but they 
function at their best only when mo- 
tivated and informed by Christian faith. 

Christian Family Week, May 5-12, is 
a period during which the churches of 
the United States and Canada will give 
special attention to strengthening mar- 
riage and family life. Awareness will 
be focused on the problems and pos- 
sibilities of homes. Projects for the 
Christian enrichment of families will 
be planned, started, or carried through. 


A LARGE PART of any benefits which 
may accrue to families will depend 
upon their own initiative in doing 
things for themselves. Why not read 
within the home circle some of the im- 
portant Scripture passages which have 
a bearing on home life? Here are some 
of them: Proverbs 31:10-31; Matthew 
5:13-16; 7:7-12; 7: 24-27; I Corinthians 
13:1-13; John 13:34-35; Galatians 6: 
1-9; Ephesians 5: 25-33; 6:1-4. 

Family worship may be revived if 
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it has been neglected or may be given 
new life by making it more democratic. 

All home members would profit if 
parents introduced good books and 
periodicals into the family’s reading— 
materials in line with interests ar 
needs. 

More encouragement on nday 
school homework ought to be given e 
children. +9 

A family council may be started fo 
making family plans and solving prob 
lems. i 

New families may be visited anda in- 
vited to church and Sunday school, — 


IN OBSERVING THIS SPECIAL WEEK the 
congregation ought to give the fan 
its proper central place in its 
Sermons on the Christian family will 
help. Courses on marriage and family | 
life for both adults and young people - 
may be started. Intensive ivenevening 
courses, two periods each evening, may 
be given. 

The Festival of the Christian Home, 
May 12, may give the family a full day’s - 
emphasis, with considerable variety a 
projects. A demonstration of family 
worship in the chancel would be an ex- 
cellent feature of the chief service. _ 

It’s a good time to start a family-life 
bookshelf for young people and adults. 

Helps for family worship, such as 
Light for Today, Walk With Me, and 
other publications, may be distributed. 

Churches may well promote Church- 
Night-at-Home, and offer suggestions | 
as to formal or informal programs. 

Literature and further project sug-— 
gestions have been prepared by the 
ULC Parish and Church School Board 
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When quarrels separate husband and wife, the youngster hardly knows which way to turn 


Marriage—A War Victim! 


By CHARLES P. CRESSMAN 


MarRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE have suf- 
fered. One need not search long before 
discovering that marriage has been a 
war victim. Changes have taken place. 
Without our realizing it, a silent revo- 
lution has been in process. These 


| changes will have to be recognized. 


Some of them will remain. Others will 
in time prove to have been temporary. 

Marriage and family life need above 
everything else the stabilizing influence 


CHARLES P. CRESSMAN is pastor of the 
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of the church. The church must take 
into consideration these factors that 
need stabilization. The church dare not 
overlook the wounds and hurts which 
marriage has suffered in recent years. 


Factors Needing Stabilization in the 
Premarital Situation 

“A date? What’s that? I haven’t had 
a date for such a long time that I’ve 
almost forgotten how to act on a date!” 
That is what many a teen-age girl, full 
of dreams and hopes for a home of her 
own, had to say during the war period. 
It was a lonely kind of life for many 
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girls. Normal courtship was practically 
impossible. At least there was no time 
for the kind of courtship in which boys 
and girls come to know one another 
and enjoy good times together. The 
normal courtship experiences—which 
play a vital part in social development 
and personality growth of youth—were 
limited. It was at best a “long distance 
correspondence course.” 

To disregard this part of personality 
development of youth is to disregard 
one of those things which makes life 
worth living for many young people. 
There were some contacts. Girls did 
meet boys in the service. And some of 
these acquaintances ripened into ro- 
mance and marriage. Most of these 
contacts were through the activities of 
service centers, the USO, the canteens, 
and other centers near army camps. 
However, it is admitted that many such 
contacts were superficial’'and in some 
instances tragic for the girls involved. 


“T’m gonna’ love that guy like he’s 
never been loved before,” has been the 
theme song of lots of girls who did dig 
up a date now and then. In some in- 
stances it was not love, but a starved 
need for companionship. In other in- 
stances, many fine girls did make their 
dates with the one they loved mean 
something; they were “days when dates 
were precious” and they held to their 
Christian ideals and convictions and 
took a long-range view in the direction 
of the home they hoped to have when 
the war was over. This much can be 
said; for most young people during the 
war the normal courtship experiences 
were indeed limited. 

With the end of the war this factor 
can again be stabilized. However, with 
a feeling that “courtship days are here 
again” there is a danger of a mighty 
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rush to get married in the period im- 
mediately following the end of the war. 


Engagements Were Sudden or Eliminated 

“How LONG WERE you engaged before 
you were married?” 

“Engaged? We didn’t have time for 
an engagement. Bob was ready to leave 
the States and so we were married just 
before he sailed.” 

Here is another factor callinas for 
stabilization. There is a definite pur- 
pose for the engagement period. Its 
value lies in the deep and personal ex- 
ploration of the personalities of two 
people who plan to marry. In instances 
where the courtship period was limited 
and the engagement practically un- 
known, it may be that the two people 
really are total strangers. The postwar 
period will be the time when husband 
and wife really meet each other. This 
of course means that for many married 
couples the love ties are rather weak 
and that if there has been a long period 
of separation they will be tempted to 
forget each other and seek companion- 
ship and love with other persons. 

“IT don’t love Jim. When we were 
married we were sure that we were 
just meant for each other. It was love 
at first sight. But, Jim seems different 
now. I just can’t get myself to love 
him.” This is what the wife of one of 
these hasty and ill-advised war mar- 
riages said. She and her husband had 
been separated by the war for almost 
three years. Their love seemed to cool 
off after the first six months. It really 
did not make much difference if Jim 
ever came back. She is now in love 
with Bill. She said she is now more — 
mature and sees things differently. ; 


Hasty and Ill-advised War Marriages 
MANY WAR MARRIAGES were good and 
will be among the most successful of 
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our era. However, there is not too 
| much hope for the kind of war marriage 
which was hasty and ill-advised, car- 
ried out under a blind passion, and 
having little of the companionship 
which makes marriage successful. 

Some of these hasty war marriages 
were entered into because youth wanted 
to “make hay while the sun was shin- 
ing.” The boy and the girl both felt 
\they should possess each other com- 
pletely and let the future take care of 
itself. Many misguided “victory girls” 
ig bobby socks felt that they could do 
‘no more patriotic deed than to give 
themselves completely to the kind of 
| relationship which proved no more than 
a sexual spree. Moral standards were 
at a low ebb. Confused thinking held 
the throne. Marriage relationships were 
free and easy—and some girls did man- 
age to have this relationship made 
legal by entering a state of marriage 
but never the true spirit of marriage. 

Add to the confusion in thinking and 
the low ebb of moral standards the 
fear of many girls that they would not 
get married if they did not “grab a 
/man while the grabbing was good” and 
one has another factor in these hurried 
/marriages. In many instances a sec- 
| ond- and third-rate choice of a life mate 
was made—choices which are causes 
for regret later, This motivation is still 
| present in the postwar period for this 
fear of not getting married has helped 
/to step up the increase in marriage 
| rates at the end of the war. 


_ "THERE ARE OTHER elements that con- 
| tribute to the instability of hasty war 
marriages. It is inevitable that there 
are changes of personality which take 
place as a result of war experiences, as 
a result of world-wide travel, as a re- 
sult of new experiences which each has 
had but experiences which neither has 
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shared. Jane may have worked in a 
war plant and had many associations 
and experiences which have changed 
her attitude to life. Harry certainly has 
had experiences in the war that have 
done something to his personality. 

In addition, the months and years of 
separation begin to leave each other 
with doubts as to the other’s fidelity. 
If they have not known one another for 
a fairly long period, they may come to 
a point of insecurity. Distance provides 
a screen. So hubby feels that his wife 
will never learn of his escapades and 
the wife will be certain that her hus- 
band will not learn of her lively af- 
fairs. There is a temptation to fool 
around and feel that one will not be 
caught at it. 

Such feelings of insecurity and in- 
fidelity must be reckoned with in the 
hasty war marriages. Let us not try 
to shut our eyes and close our minds 
to the fact that among some of these 
young men and young ladies are the 
members of our churches and the 
friends we move among and work with. 
The stabilizing influence of the church 
must be felt through effective coun- 
seling and sympathetic understanding. 


Many War Marriages Will Be Successful 

In spite of the fact that many war 
marriages have been hasty and ill ad- 
vised, in spite of the fact that moral 
standards have been at a low ebb and 
confusion did abound, many war mar- 
riages will be successful. They were 
in the first world war and they will be 
in the second. Much depends upon 
what people intend to do with their 
marriage. This is where the church 
must provide the drive, the will, the 
motivation for success. 

Many pastors have married young 
people who have known each other for 
years, who had announced their en- 
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gagement and had made definite plans 
to marry. In spite of the war—with 
faith and courage—they did marry. 
They had the same temptations. The 
same confusion prevailed. Moral stand- 
ards were at a low ebb all around them. 
But, through the church they have that 
something which points to a successful 
married life as they are reunited at the 
end of the war. 

There will be differences in per- 
sonality development for them, too. 
Each has had experiences which have 
affected them in one way or another. 
On the other hand, they have had their 
prayer life, their worship, and their 
faith to hold them through thick and 


thin. Yet, they come back to a 

in which a silent revolution has 
place in marriage and family relati 
ships. One must live in this kind of 
changing, confused world. If the church 
believes that “marriage is a holy 
tate, ordained of God and to be held i 
honor by all” it must do all within its 
power to strengthen and stabilize mar= 
riage and family life through education 
and through counseling in marriage 
and family relationships. The 
can do much to prevent marriage 
being a tragedy of war. The churel 
must do much to maintain marriage ai 
the divine institution established bh 
God. 


First Aid for a Marriage i 


By LULU B. SACHS 


ESTHER HAD BEEN seni to the office of 
the Board of Inner Missions by her pas- 
tor. She was sitting beside a desk, 
tears pouring down her cheeks. She 
was telling a worker of the board her 
story of how her marriage was break- 
ing up. 

Disturbed as she was about leaving 
Jim, whom she loved, she also had to 
face the reality that her two sons as 
they grew older would not have a father 
with whom they could be companions. 
At their age a father was very neces- 
sary. Just last week one of the boys had 
said to her, “Mom, why can’t we have 
a good time with dad like Joe does with 
his pop? He didn’t used to holler at us 
like he does now.” 


LULU B. SACHS is supervisor of the Family 
Service Bureau of the Board of Inner Missions 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 


24 


The church helped restore a marriage near the breaking pola | : 


Esther had tried to keep from | 
the reason of Jim’s unfaithfulness 
her and his impatience toward the lads. 

But they were beginning to understand. | 
Yesterday one of their friends told — 
them that he had seen their father with — 
his “lady friend.” When telling her 
about this the youngster had said, “Gee, 
Mom, why can’t dad be like iat 
fathers? It makes me feel waa 
funny to think that he’d do a 
like that. I feel like running away 
so ashamed.” Esther continued, 
begged him not to do this because i 
would only make matters worse. I’ve 
come to you for help. What do _ 
advise?” 

Esther was wise in seeking help 
this point. She frankly discussed 
the implications of her family situa 
with the Inner Mission worker. 


The 


faced her problems fairly and squarely. 
With the assistance of the worker she 
was able to see wherein she was not 
fulfilling her role as a wife. She was 
able to understand that, in her zeal to 
guide her sons rightly, Jim was being 
neglected. He was important in the 
home only in so far as finances were 
concerned. She saw now why he went 
outside the home for companionship. 


DD THE WORKER THINK Jim no longer 
loved her? In her anguish she said, “If 
Thad only come to you when our trou- 
ble first started, maybe I could have 
saved myself some heartaches.” The 
worker interjected, “And probably Jim 
and the boys would have been saved 
‘some anxieties.” 

Esther was advised because “Jim 
likes the pastor” to go to her minister 
and tell her story as she had recited 
it to the worker. Her reply was, “I 
can’t, I’m too ashamed.” She was will- 
ing, however, for the worker to tell 
‘him. If, after hearing it, he would send 
for her, she would then go to see him. 
_She was sure he would not ask her to 
| visit him. 
| Esther’s pastor did understand. He 
sent for her. They talked a long time, 
with a frankness about the real dif- 
| ficulties which led up to her and Jim’s 
_estrangement. It was decided that the 
pastor would see Jim in a few days. 
| The pastor telephoned him. Jim ap- 
|peared at the parsonage at the ap- 
| ponated time. On the defensive, when 


_ the pastor began to interview him, Jim 


| said, “I, too, have a story to tell.” 


| THE Pastor, aware of how important 
it was for Jim to tell his story as he saw 
the situation, stated, “That is the rea- 
| son I have sent for you. Esther has 
| told me in her way why you and she 


“are not getting along. What do you 
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have to say?” He, as Esther, started 
from the time they were first married. 
He told of their happy life until the 
boys started to school. From then on 
Esther and he gradually drifted apart. 
Whenever he wanted to romp with the 
boys after dinner they were too tired, 
according to Esther, and they would 
be whisked off to bed. 

“T would argue with her,” said Jim. 
“She couldn’t understand why I had to 
wait until the boys’ bedtime to play 
with them. This went on I should say 
about three years,” Jim estimated. 
“Then I got tired of it. Esther was so 
busy caring for the boys she forgot I 
was a part of the home. Of course you 
know what happened then, if Esther 
talked to you, because she often tells 
me about it.” 

The pastor did know. But Jim didn’t 
know that Esther had acknowledged to 
him how wrong she had been in the 
stand she had taken regarding Jim’s 
relationship to the boys and their play. 
Jim knew he, too, was doing wrong. 
He still cared for Esther although he 
was not nearly so crazy about her as 
a few years back. He said he could 
forget about the money matters but he 
couldn’t forgive Esther for keeping him 
and the boys apart. He was proud of 
his boys and they failed to treat him 
like their dad. 

AS PREARRANGED with Esther and Jim, 
the pastor had both come together to 
the parsonage. Esther wasn’t sure what 
Jim would say about her in the pres- 
ence of the pastor. - Jim, too, didn’t 
know what to expect. 

The pastor had prepared them so 
they both knew they would be asked 
to tell their story again. He wanted 
them to be relieved of the tension of 
ill feeling for each other which they/ 
had allowed to spring up. He warned 
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Life is 2 great, worthy, holy, and divine thing. Life is to be used 
2s 2 sacred trust. Life is to be a2 cup out of which thirsty men and 
women are to be given drink. Our lives are bread, by which hungry 
men and women are to be fed. We are in the world, like our Master, 
not te be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give our lives as 
ransoms for many. —Rozest E. Sreze 


As an unreconstructed heathen, I wish to pay my respects to all 
the missionary workers who have aided China during these years of 
China’s war. Many of the missions have lost their property and have 
suffered casucities in personnel Their women workers have suffered 
indignities, physical hardships, and misery. But as far as we know, 
no missionary worker, doctor, nurse, or teacher has deserted his post, 
whether he be 2 member of the mission for lepers or a medical mis- 
sionary or 2 teacher in 2 mission school —De. Hu-Suin, Chinese scholar 
and formerly Ambassador to the United States 
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Should a Protestant Marry a Catholic? 


By LUTHER A. KROUSE 


LET ME PUT MYSELF on record imme- 
diately as being opposed to any Prot- 
estant-Catholic marriage in which each 
of the parties involved agrees to remain 
in his or her church. “You go to your 
church and I’ll go to mine.” At once 
there is a cleavage in what God in- 
tended should be a perfect union. There 
is a division of interest. There is no 
common family altar, no common fam- 
ily worship, no common family pew, no 
common pilgrimage on a Sabbath 
morning to a common church, no com- 
mon interest in the religious life of chil- 
dren who may be born of the marriage, 
no common consolation on the part of a 
common pastor, if and when the angel 
of death enters the home. Instead, there 
is a definite division of interest in what 
ought to be the main foundation of a 
happy and successful marriage. 

Very few young people realize what 
is involved in a Protestant-Catholic 
marriage until it is too late to do any- 
thing about it, until they are so deeply 
in love with each other that all these 
considerations whereof I speak are rele- 
gated to the sphere of the insignificant. 
The time to view the implications of a 
mixed marriage is before entangling 
alliances are formed, before love or in- 
fatuation so twists the normal mental 
processes that the significant appears 
insignificant. 

For instance, very few young people 
know or give thought to the fact that 
if they marry a Catholic they must be 
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married by a priest. It’s usually the 
girl’s privilege to choose the minister, 
but not so if she marries a Catholic. 
For if the marriage is not performed by 
a priest, it is not recognized by the 
Roman Church, and the Catholic mem- 
ber is immediately excluded from the 
communion of the church. He is vir- 
tually excommunicated and is to be 
considered living in a kind of legalized 
lust. He becomes an outcast in his own 
church. 

In view of this non-recognition on 
the part of the Roman Church of any 
marriage not performed by a priest, 
the Catholic, unless he is willing to 
leave his church, always insists upon 
marriage by the priest. And here is the 
insidious part of the arrangement which 
is then entered into. In order to be 
married by the priest, the non-Cath- 
olic must sign an agreement in the 
presence of witnesses, an agreement 
which reads as follows: 


“T, the undersigned, not a member of the 
Catholic Church, wishing to contract mar- 
riage with a member of the 
Catholic Church, propose to do so with the 
understanding that the marriage bond thus 
contracted is indissoluble, except by death. 
I promise on my word of honor that I 
will not in any way hinder or obstruct 
the said in the exercise of 
religion and that all children 
of either sex born of our marriage shall 
be baptized and educated in the Catholic 
faith and according to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church, even though the said 
should be taken away by 


death. 
“I further promise that I will marry 


only according to the mar- 
riage rite of the Catholic Church: that I 
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will not, either before or after the Cath- 
olic ceremony, present myself with 
for marriage before a civil magis- 
trate or minister of the Gospel.” 


A like pledge must be signed by the Cath- 
olic and in addition to the provision for 
the baptism and education in the Catholic 
faith of any children born of the mar- 
riage, the Catholic must promise that he 
or she will do all in his or her power to 
bring about the conversion to Catholicism 
of the non-Catholic member of the couple. 


In other words, the Roman Church 
denies one person what it demands of 
the other. The Protestant promises 
that he will not interfere with the re- 
ligion of the other in any way, shape, 
or form, while the Catholic promises 
that he will do all in his power to bring 
about the conversion to Catholicism of 
the non-Catholic member of the couple. 


FURTHERMORE, if the marriage is to be 
performed by the priest, and if the 
agreement is to be entered into, the 
Protestant must consent to periods of 
instruction in Roman Catholic theology 
even though the Protestant intends to 
remain a Protestant. Five times before 
the marriage he or she must go to the 
rectory to be instructed in whatever the 
priest wishes to impart to him or to her, 
without the Protestant minister having 
the same privilege of meeting with the 
Catholic. 

If the marriage is to be performed by 
a priest, the agreement is that the chil- 
dren of either sex born of the marriage 
must be brought up in Catholicism even 
though the Catholic parent dies. If, for 
example, a Lutheran were to marry a 
Catholic and there were children, and 
if later the Catholic were to pass away 
and the Lutheran were to marry again 
and this time a non-Catholic, the Lu- 
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theran would still be obligated by rea- 
son of his signature on the agreement 
to bring up those children in the Cath- 
olie faith. 


There have been some young people 
who have said: “Can’t I sign this agree- 
ment with my fingers crossed? Can’t 
I sign with mental reservations?” I 
suppose many do. They do it to pre- 
serve peace in the family. But who 
wants to start married life with a lie? 

What then is the answer? In the 
words of George Washington it is this: 
“Avoid entangling alliances.” Don’t 
start keeping company with those of 
the Catholic faith. Be selective in the 
choice of companions. 
person starts keeping company with a 
desirable young person of the Catholic 
faith, anything can happen. The dam- 
age is done when you are so blindly in 
love that these things whereof I speak 
no longer seem important. 

I’m not being narrow-minded. I don’t 
want to be bigoted. I’m simply trying 


to warn against a contract which de- ~ 


prives man and wife of the spiritual 
intimacies which do so much for the 
preservation of the marriage estate. 
Let marriage have a common spiritual 
foundation. Some couples are happily 
married in spite of the handicap where- 
of I speak, but the odds are definitely 
against it. Why start with a handicap? 

Why should our youth enter into an 


agreement which forces them to bring — 


up their children in a faith which is 


altogether foreign to their faith and 


with which they can never have any- 
thing in common? Why enter into a 
contract which will forever preclude 
the possibility of that communion to 
which every father and mother is en- 


titled in the religious development of 


their children? 
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Once a young © 


nate 


A Child is Born 


‘STUDY OF THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 
By John Schmidt 


Know the Bible. Before reading this 
article, read Luke 1:56—2:20. 


Now THE FIRST PROMISE IS FULFILLED! 
Mary prolonged her visit in the home 
of Zacharias and Elizabeth until their 
promised son was born. Neighbors and 
relatives (for the word “cousin” here, 
as in verse 36, is used loosely for “kin- 
folk”) took part in the celebration. 

A week later when, according to the 
commandment (Gen. 17:12), the mfant 
was made a child of promise through 
the rite of circumcision, they were 
about to name him after his father. His 
mother rejected the suggestion. “His 
name shall be John.” 

Friends protested that this was not 
a family name and appealed to the 
silent father. In their excitement they 
forgot that he was dumb but not deaf— 
for we customarily link these afflictions 
closely. In response to their signs, he 
feached for a wax-covered board, and 
with a stylus (pointed stick) wrote, 
“His name is John.” This was not a 
subject for debate, for the name had 
been given even before the child was 
conceived. 

The immediate recovery of his pow- 
ers of speech as well as the strange- 
ness of the birth of this son to aged 
Parents, aroused considerable discus- 
sion “throughout all the hill country 
of Judea” (verse 65). Awe and aston- 
ishment led them to remember and to 
diseuss this child. In verse 66, and in 
verses 19 and 51 of the next chapter, 
Luke seems to suggest the sources of 
information from which he had re- 
ceived this narrative. 
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The capegpee (verses 68-79) may 
possibly 
of the circumeision ritual, alihou ugh ii 
seems more probable thai it i 


have been formed from a eee 
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SS whe iru 
of Zacharias long months of silence 
In a sense, this hymn is an extended 
comment upon the name John, “the 
grace of God.” Like the Magnificat 


(verses 46-55) it draws heavily upom 
the language of the Old Testament 
The entire course of hisiory and rev- 
elation which the auihors af the He 
brew Seripiures record poimis to these 
very evenis. The Old Testament does 
not merely contain prophecies, but is 
itself prophecy, a prophecy of thai sal- 
vation which God has planned for His 
people. The Benedicfus has 
sense of continuity and of noveliy thai 
we find im the words of the unknown 
author of Hebrews: “God, who at sm- 
dry times and im divers manners spake 
in time past unto the fmihers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by His som” (1-1-2). No won- 
der, then, that the Christian Church 
continues ip use this hymn im iis wor- 
ship, as pari of Matins. 
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THIS SALVATION HAD LONG BEEN prom- 
ised (verse 73, compare Gen. 22-16-13). 
Now God had proved that His ancient 
promise was not forgotten. Great mercy 
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was shown to the fathers, but. still 
greater mercy is given to their children. 
By God’s grace they will be “delivered 
out of the hand of our enemies” of body 
and soul, in order that their service 
might be “without fear” (verse 74). It 
is important to note that this word 
“serve” indicates a priestly ministry. 
So the Aaronic priest, Zacharias, sings 
that henceforth all believers, having 
received God’s mercy, will serve Him 
as true priests. 

We can almost see him look lovingly 
into the face of his son as he continues, 
“You, little child, shall be the prophet 
of the Highest.” As court officials pre- 
ceded the king on any journey, to make 
certain that the road he must travel 
would be safe and comfortable, so John 
was to serve the Christ (compare Isa. 
40:3-4 and Mal. 3:1). He was to be a 
messenger of a salvation that rooted in 
the deep purpose of God. It was to be 
like a sunrise—a dawning due to a light 
“from on high”—that would bring sight, 
guidance and joy “to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death” 
(verse 79). 


THIRTY YEARS ARE NOW SUMMED UP in 
a verse, for Luke is interested in essen- 
tials, not in incidentals. This child, like 
the Other (2:40, 52), grew in body and 
spirit. But how significant is the omis- 
sion of “in favor with man!” He was a 
man of solitude. It is likely that Zach- 
arias and Elizabeth died when he was 
still young, since they were advanced 
in years. What John’s age was when he 
went into the wilderness to live we can- 
not tell. It seems clear, however, that 
the imagination of artists that has 
caused him to be shown playing with 
his younger Cousin, is incorrect (com- 
pare John 1:31). : 

The first verses of Chapter 2 portray 
the central miracle of Christianity. The 
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story is told so simply that we might 
overlook the significance of that mo- 


ment when “God laid a Baby upon the 
doorstep of the world.” 

In far-off Rome an imperial decree 
was issued by the great Caesar Augus- 
tus and the vast machinery of the state 
swung into action. “All the world,” a 
natural and usual exaggeration that 


meant the Roman Empire, was to be — 


enrolled. A census of names and prop- 
erty was to be made, with a view no 
doubt, to future taxing programs. In 
Palestine men journeyed to their an- 
cestral homes for this purpose. Augus- 
tus willed it! No, says Luke, God willed 


it! Though he never heard of the birth, 


Augustus acted so that the Son of 
David might be born in the city of 
David. 

There has been much discussion of 
historical problems relating to this cen- 
sus and the part played in it by Cyre- 
nius. Perhaps the most detailed and 
satisfying is W. M. Ramsay’s Was Jesus 
Born at Bethlehem? in which he sug- 
gests that Cyrenius, whose term as 
governor falls some ten years later, 
may have been the census director of 
this earlier occasion. It is significant 
that the early and bitter critics of 
Christianity, Celsus and Porphyry, do 


not question the accuracy of Luke’s © 


reference to this census. 


AccorpDING TO MartTHew 1: 24-25, 
Joseph had taken Mary into his home, 


although they had no marital relations © 


until after the birth of Jesus. This, of 
course, made Joseph the legal father 


of the Child. There is some confusion — 
in various texts of Luke whether Mary © 


is merely engaged or married (verse 5). 


The fact that she accompanied Joseph 
on this trip is evidence of her marriage, 
for otherwise she would have been se- _ 


cluded in her mother’s home. 
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The story of the birth is told quickly 
and quietly, for Luke is satisfied to let 


the angels proclaim its significance. 


Without attendants she brought forth 
her Son and cared for His first needs. 
The innkeeper who missed the world’s 
greatest opportunity always stirs our 
imaginations, but Luke only comments, 
“There was no room.” 


Srnce Roman Cartuotic scholars place 
great emphasis on the word “firstborn” 
to support their theory that Jesus had 
no brothers or sisters, we must look at 
it more closely. We can understand 
their anxiety to defend the “perpetual 
virginity” of Mary, but we are more 
concerned about the teaching of the 
Scriptures. This very word is used in 
such passages as Colossians 1:18, where 
clearly the “firstborn” is to be followed 
in due course by many others. This is 
sustained, also, by such direct refer- 
ences as Luke 8:19. Had Luke desired 
to say “first and only” he would have 
used “only begotten,” as in the story of 
the widow of. Nain (Lk. 7:12). 

There can be no certainty regarding 
the date of our Lord’s birth. It is usual 
to let sheep graze on the hills about 
Bethlehem in the spring and summer, 
but flocks of sheep ‘intended for the 
temple sacrifices were grazed the year 
around in this section of Palestine. The 
Eastern Churches favored a date in 
the spring, while the Western Churches 
inclined toward a winter date. The 
present date of Christmas, December 
25, was not commonly ‘accepted until 
the fourth century. 


LUKE TELLS THAT SHEPHERDS, huddled 
about their watch fires, were startled by 
a glorious light, a brilliance that the 
Jews always associated with the pres- 
ence of God. After their fears were 
calmed, they heard that God had “good 
tidings of great joy” for all the Jewish 
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nation. In the city of David is born 
Him who is Saviour, Christ, and Lord. 
The first title points to the purpose of 
His coming. The second recalls the 
promises concerning the Anointed 
(“Messiah” in Hebrew; “Christ” in 
Greek). The third suggests His unique 
relationship to the eternal Father. The 
shepherds can themselves share in this 
surpassing event by going to Bethle- 
hem, where they “shall find the Babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger” (verse 12). This word “sign” 
is frequently used in the New Testa- 
ment in the sense of “miracle,” but here 
the simplicity of the event is itself the 
supreme miracle. Who would look for 
the Son of God in a stable? 

The angelic messenger is joined by a 
chorus of his fellows, who now sing 
the Gloria in Excelsis, which has also 
found its way into the liturgy. “Glory 
to God in the highest! And on earth 
peace among men with whom He is well 
pleased!” This is more accurate, though 
not so poetic perhaps, than the King 
James Version of verse 14. God’s peace 
cannot be given except to those who 
seek it in Him. 


AFTER THE MuSIc had ceased and the 
strange sight vanished, the shepherds 
talked things over and then hurried to 
Bethlehem, There, after searching, 
they found things even as the angel had 
told them. Having seen Jesus, they be- 
came the first preachers of the Gospel, 
for they told their story to all who 
would listen. In Bethlehem it was a 
nine days’ wonder. But Mary meditated 
often on all the things she had experi- 
eneed and those things which the shep- 
herds told her. Even then she found 
it ,very difficult to understand this 
strange Son (compare Mark 3:21, 31). 
That isn’t surprising, really. We find 
some difficulties, even yet. 
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THE LATHROP FAMILY 


Pastor Lathrop is Anxious 


Mark LIFTED A PIECE of buckwheat 
cake on the end of his fork. He sur- 
veyed it approvingly. “Permit me to 
commend you, Mrs. Lathrop. These 
are, if you will pardon the colloquial- 
ism, swell.” 

“I shouldn’t think you’d want any 
after swallowing the dictionary,” Joan 
sniffed. “I don’t know what a colloqui- 
alism is and I don’t care. These are 
good pancakes. May I have some 
more?” 

I peeked under the edge of one 
baking on the griddle beside me. “These 
will be done in a jiffy.” 

“A colloquialism, little sister, is a 
word or phrase which one might say 
but not write. In other words, ‘slang.’ 
Mother has just used one.” 

“Except when you're showing off, you 
don’t use anything else.” 

Jerry laid down his fork with care- 
fully restrained impatience. “Would it 
be too much to ask you children to eat 
one meal without bickering? Please do 
not speak unless you can think of 
something pleasant to say.” 

Mark and Joan looked at him in 
amazement, then at each other and at 
me. I tried to put into my smile both 
the sympathy I felt for their astonish- 
ment and my understanding of Jerry’s 
annoyance. Feeling that I looked more 
like Fanny Brice than a kindly matron, 
I returned to the more or less neutral 
topic of food. “I hadn’t thought about 
‘buckwheat cakes for quite a while until 
I saw them listed with a lot of things 
we could use in place of wheat. Find- 
ing something that you all like so much 
and still lets us ship wheat overseas is 
real luck.” 

My words were greeted with half- 
hearted smiles, but no one returned my 
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lead. As the silence became more and 


more oppressive, I tried again. “Of 
course, it’s nice to have a family who 
co-operate when I try to vary the menu. 


Some families might fuss about the way — 


we’ve cut out wheat cereals, but you 


all like oatmeal and mush and corn 


flakes. And I know that so long as we — 


have potatoes, none of us minds keep- 
ing our quota of white bread low, do 
we?” 

“No, indeed,” said Joan in her best 
company voice. 

“And I noticed you liked that new 
kind of pumpernickle, Mark.” 

“VYery much.” 


I gave up. There was no use trying | 


to carry on a conversation. Questions 
about school or scouting would prob- 
ably bring forth the same courteous re- 
sistance. All I could think of was a 
person trying to play the xylophone 
while three other people placed their 


hands gently but firmly over the vi-— 


brating keys. 


THE SHRILLING OF THE TELEPHONE came } 


as a relief to all of us. Joan returned 
from answering it with a subdued, “For 
you, Daddy.” 

“Excuse me,” he said, smiling at all 


of us in a way that made the words 


more than a phrase. 
He left the room, and as though his 


apology had let loose their dammed up ~ 
flow of language, both children started — 


to talk at once. 


“We weren’t doing anything bad,” — 
Joan exclaimed. “We were just kid- — 


ding, the way we always do.” 


“He’s done that a lot lately. He jumps : 


on us for nothing. And then all of a 


sudden he seems to snap out of it and 


be himself again. Is he worried?” 
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“T never know how to act. I do a 
thing one day and it’s all right. I do 
it the next and it’s all wrong.” 

“Lots of fathers act that way all the 
time, but I’ve always sort of bragged 
about how dad treats us—now he turns 
around and goes for us as though we 
were mosquitoes annoying him.” 
“Your father is terribly worried. 
Several people on whom he was really 
counting in the Lutheran World Action 
drive have disappointed him. Other 
people whom he considered fine Chris- 
tian men and women are showing an 
indifference to the suffering of fellow 
Christians that makes him wonder 
whether he’s misread their characters 
entirely.” 

“Who's let him down?” Joan believes 
in being specific. 

“You mean our congregation may not 
make its goal?” Mark was incredulous. 

“We may or we may not. Daddy’s 
feeling a little like a candidate for pub- 
lic office on election night. Making or 
not making the assigned quota in such 
an important undertaking is a test of 
the inner life of a congregation and of 
his own leadership.” 

“You mean if we make the goal 
daddy will get elected to something 
else? Doesn’t he like Eastwick now 
that we’re here?” 

“Oh, my grandfather’s whiskers! You 
get the craziest ideas, Joan. Mother 
just means dad has that sort of uncer- 
tain feeling, like before the votes are 
counted.” 

“But that’s silly, if he’s not being 
elected for anything.” 

“There’s no use trying to explain 
anything to such a child, Mother. I 
know what you mean.” 

“And I don’t,” insisted Joan. “I can’t 
see why anyone feels as though he’s 
being elected when he’s not.” 


“WHaT’s THIS ABOUT ELECTIONS?” 
asked Jerry coming back into the dining 
room. “I wouldn’t have thought you’d 
be having class elections in the spring.” 

“We're not talking about school,” 
Joan explained. “We’re talking about 
you.” 

“Me? I’m not running for anything. 
There was some talk about the school 
board, of course, but I didn’t agree to 
run. It’s too much of a responsibility 
in a community this size—especially 
when I’m new here and have my hands 
more than full in the church. How did 
you little monkeys hear about it? That 
was supposed to be a secret. I don’t 
think it’s so funny. Come on now, stop 
laughing and tell me how you found 
out. Did some of your friends know?” 

“You told us,” gasped Joan. “Just 
now.” 

“Tell him, Mother,” squeaked Mark, 
his voice completely out of conirol. 
“Tell dad what we were saying.” 

Jerry looked at me. “Yes,” I laughed, 
“you certainly put yourself on record 
that time. I had just finished explain- 
ing that your impatience with Mark 
and Joan came not from a naturally 
unpleasant disposition but from your 
anxiety about Lutheran World Action 
in Eastwick. I tried, not too success- 
fully, to compare your feeling with that 
of a candidate who has made his cam- 
paign speeches, kissed all the available 
babies and now awaits the verdict of 
the voters.” 

“And I walked in with my mouth 
wide open! Well, take heart. The sus- 
pense won’t last much longer. That 
phone call was Miss Fields to say that 
several visitors turned in their results 
this morning and it looks as though we 
were off to a flying start.” 


PH 


“Tt is always safer to agree with the old, but it is infinitely more 


important to convince the young.” 
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Personal Problem Clinic 


Personal Spending 


My wife and I have been figuring out a 
budget for the next three months. We 
stayed within our income and got along 
all right until she insisted that she should 
have a certain amount each month for 
personal spending—for any purpose she 
might choose—and that she should not 
need to account for the way in which she 
might use it. I can’t see the point to such 
an idea, and so far I am holding out. When 
we need to make our money go as far as 
possible, is it good sense to make such a 
demand? Of what use, then, would any 
kind of budget be? 


In the planning of family finances we 
have to think of personalities as well 
as of dollars and cents. The very nature 
of personality requires that individuals 
not be bound to some inflexible steel 
frame—even a family budget frame. 
Money and financial plans exist for per- 
sons, not persons for money and rigid 
schemes. But if the highest good of 
persons is to be served, financial plan- 
ning and the use of money have to be 
carried out as wisely as possible. 

Each family member ought to have 
some kind of allowance for personal 
uses which he alone determines. For 
these expenditures no accounting should 
be asked. Of course, this allowance 
cannot be large. Few family exchequers 
can stand real extravagance. But is 
cultivation of personal dignity and self- 
respect to be regarded as exorbitant? 

Some people have, from a little per- 
sonal allotment, saved funds for larger, 
much needed or highly desired items. 
To do without a number of immediate 
satisfactions in order to gain a larger 
one later is a mark of intelligent plan- 
ning. 

If a member of the home wants to use 
the money foolishly, there ought to be 


34 


By EARL S. RUDISILL 


no interference unless something out- 
rageous is attempted. Foolish spending 
is surely not to be encouraged, but it 
should be recognized that such actions 
have sometimes proved valuable occa- 
sions of learning. 

In all management of family finances 
sanity has to prevail. And a sensible 
outlook includes regard for personality 
and reasonableness about everything. 


Psychological Racketeers 


I recently attended several lectures by 
Dr. X, a famous applied psychologist, who 
holds the degree of doctor of psychology. 
He gave us the very latest on foods, mem- 
ory improvement, magnetism, efficiency, 
and secret cures. I am very much inter- 
ested in this line. How can I follow it 
further and get the degree? 


There is a real applied psychology, 
scientifically sound and highly valuable. 
But scientifically trained men and 
women do not stand for such quackery 
as that of which you write. You have 
been taken in by a faker. , 

Psychology is a scientific study of 
mind and behavior. It is in no way 
related to occultism or any other mum- 
mery. A “professor,” “lecturer,” or — 
“character analyst” who pronounces on 
a half-dozen or more subjects, real or 
imaginary, ought to cause any intel- 
ligent person to be wary. He will be 
found much more interested in pocket- 
books than in persons. 

There is no “doctor of psychology” 
degree. Such a fantastic make-believe 
has no standing in any real graduate 
school, among educators, or in the 
world of scholarship at large. Such 
titles are used only, by unscrupulous 


persons to victimize the stupid but — 


eager portion of the public, who want 
something but do not know what. 
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eross the Dosh 


We confess to limited agreement with 
a statement that was recently printed 
in a secular journal. The writer as- 
serted that America must not be ex- 
pected to participate again on the side 
of justice in European wars and then 
to follow the victory with an almost 
equal burden in administration of re- 
lief and rehabilitation, the same to 
reach former foes as well as allies. The 


_ seale of this humanitarian ministry is 


beyond any previous effort. For while 
after the first world war, food and 
clothing and some loans of money 


_ reached the nations impoverished by 
| this great struggle, there was nothing 
» approximating the relief planned to 


reach the stricken areas during coming 
months. 

The fact is that the conduct of the 
American people is giving substance to 


| many of the ideals which received ver- 
_ bal expression in talks of the late Pres- 


ident Roosevelt. He taught the people 
the reasonableness of participation in 


| the support of principles which would 
' make the world a better place in which 


to live. The winning of the conflict 
regardless of its cost in life and wealth 
was undertaken and given a priority 
that made us warriors in practically 
every phase of every day’s activities. 
And no one (to the extent of reading 
and listening) now regrets that com- 
plete adjustment to military necessities. 

But we should let it be known that 
we are in no mood to make a habit of 
helping alien nations win wars and then 
feed and clothe the victims. We there- 
fore hope that Europe and also Asia in 


_ the course of two great conflicts now 
| past have learned not to expect our aid 
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if again they resort to arms. We do 
not approve the continuance of tactics 
that give grounds to fear another war 
in Europe or Africa which could in- 
volve us by infringement of some of the 
doctrines we deem basic to the survival 
of democracy. 


Reasons for postwar relief 

We personally have no difficulty in 
applying the motivation of the Chris- 
tian religion to the willingness of a 
large majority of the American people 
to undertake a ministry of rehabilita- 
tion to those against whom we have 
been engaged in a great war. We have 
our Lord’s exhortation, “If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink,” and this is only one of several 
rules of conduct applicable to the treat- 
ment of a conquered by a victorious 
civil power. And there are correlative 
teachings in the sacred Word which 
have usually been dodged or rendered 
null and void at the close of former 
conflicts among states commonly clas- 
sified as Christian. 

We refer to one of these which may 
be in process of demonstration. There 
are those who believe that a ministry 
of support directed primarily to the 
bodily, mental, and spiritual needs of 
children will supply in the next gen- 
eration an attitude of confidence in 
justice and co-operation, and this will 
bring about dependence on ways of 
peace for those of war in international 
disputes. 

Doubtless 1946 is too soon to hazard 
predictions as to the assurance that the 
United Nations organization will use its 
enormous latent resources by interven- 
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tion when international disputes be- 
come so acute as to threaten resort to 
war. The discussions already published 
do not yield a great increase in one’s 
expectation. that the world has already 
attained the stage of being warless. 


Victory not a miracle 

During the hearings conducted by 
committees of the Congress on the bill 
to establish “universal military train- 
ing” among American youths, the nor- 
mal condition of unpreparedness of the 
United States to repel attacks has been 
cited, and the victories gained in 1918 
and 1945 were classified as miraculous. 
The term appeals to most thoughtful 
Americans, who deem their country an 
instrument used by the God of nations 
to preserve and advance individuals’ 
liberty and stewardship of the boun- 
teous resources in this land. 

We claim no competence to compare 
the strength and strategies of the Axis 
powers with those of the Allied Na- 
tions though we firmly believe that the 
defeat of the totalitarians is divinely 
approved. But the escape of first 
Europe and then the rest of the world 
from domination by a minority claim- 
ing to be super-folk was not miraculous 
within the meaning of that term as we 
find it in acts of record in the Bible. 

In our opinion the superiority on the 
fields of battle and in the preliminaries 
of organization and training that en- 
abled the United States to put eleven 
million men and women into uniform 
makes the conduct of the greatest of 
wars a demonstration of the possibil- 
ities of voluntary service but not a 
miracle. Nor does the enormous cost 
in lives and property, with 200 billions 
of willingly assumed indebtedness, lift 
the financing of the struggle into the 
category of sacred mysteries. 

One argument of those who sponsor 
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universal military training of our youth 

is to the effect that we could not be- 

stow victory upon ourselves and our | 
allies if we should be plunged into a 

third war. A-third miracle is too many 

to be probable, it is said. To use the 
deduction is a fallacy, and unworthy 

of use in behalf of calling the youth 

of the land into national training. 


High in the Church's regard 
June 9 this year should be observed 


in our churches with the conditions of 
1946 in mind. The fact of God’s sending 
the Holy Spirit has priority of con-— 
sideration, and no activity by Chris- 
tians is worthy of selection if it does not 
articulate with His presence and gifts. 

Sermons, bulletins and announce- 
ments should stress the power of God 
unto salvation which St. Paul identifies 
as the Gospel of Christ. But it is nota * 
static declaration, such as one might © 
write between the covers of a book and — 
even commit to memory. Nor is it an 
opposite extreme which consists of what 
men and women devise as substitutes 
for bearing witness ‘to the redemption ~ 
made available to man by the ministra- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. Neither a life- 
less Word nor Wordless life is what the 
missionary to the Gentiles had in mind 
when he thus defined his work. 

When the Church asks for guidance 
in its activities, it must look for direc- 
tions that are implemented by the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. None of these is 
new or devised for any particular year 
or era. It is the people to whom these ~ 
forms of power come that are a group 
different in character, opportunities and — 
methods of organization from any pre- 
vious “generation of believers.” The 
discernment by each of the gift and — 
duty is the obligation for this period. 


Nathan 72. Melhor 
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Pastors, Enrollments, Finances 


Show Gains in Georgia-Alabama 


By D. L. Heciar 


GAINS WERE MADE all along the line by 
the Georgia-Alabama Synod during the 
past year. The number of pastors in- 
creased from 21 to 27, and the number of 
congregations from 31 to 32. Increases 
were noted in the enrollment in the Sun- 
day schools, weekday Bible schools, cate- 


_ chetical classes, and the men’s, women’s 


and young people’s organizations. 
The baptized membership of the synod 
exceeded 7,000, and the confirmed mem- 


_ bership passed the 5,000 mark for the first 
_ time in the history of synod, and there 


was a slight increase in the communing 
membership. 
But the greatest and most surprising in- 


ereases came on the financial side of the 


picture. The val- 
uation of church 
property increased 
from $915,643 to 
$1,068,780, while 
the indebtedness 
increased only 


ALABAMA 


_ $36,000. Current and unusual expenses rose 


from $98,647 to $129,015, and.total benev- 


_ olence from $27,669 to. $40,990. Total ex- 


penditures, compared with the year before, 
rose from $126,343 to $170,005. The congre- 
gations of the synod gave three times as 
much for education as in former years, two 
and one-half times as much for foreign 
missions and more than four times as much 


_ for American missions. 


At Hoty Trinity, Elberton, Ga., the Rev. 
Hugh E. Baumgartner, Jr., pastor, con- 
struction of a new church building is well 
under way. The church is being built of 
Georgia granite. A new church also is un- 
der construction at St. John’s, in the 
Macon County parish, Oglethorpe, Ga., 
where the Rev. John D. Zeigler is pastor, 
and a new parsonage is nearing comple- 


| tion at-Christ Church, Cullman, Ala., the 
| Rev. Cecil C. Helmly pastor. Reformation, 


Savannah, the Rev. J. N. Slice pastor, has 
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purchased lots on Victory Drive, looking 
forward to the erection of a new church. 
St. James’ congregation, Brunswick, Ga., 
the Rev. D. L. Heglar pastor, has voted 
unanimously to purchase a new pipe or- 
gan as soon as one is available. During 
the past two and one-half years this con- 
gregation has become self-supporting and 
the confirmed membership has grown from 
88 to 113. 

REDEEMER, ATLANTA, GA., the Rev. John 
R. Brokhoff pastor, had 51 accessions to the 
adult roll during the month of January, 
and 100 more by Easter. In order to take 
care of the overflow at the 11.00 A. M. 
service, a loud speaker has been installed 
in the education building. An 8.30 A. M. 
service, identical with the 11 o’clock serv- 
ice, is intended to decrease the overfiow. 

St. Luxe’s, THUNDERBOLT, GA., had the 
misfortune of losing its pastor, the Rev. 
Alfred Shelley, who died late in February. 

Dr. G. Z. Stup, who served as pastor of 
St. Matthew’s Church, Harrisburg, Pa., and 
retired recently, is making his home with 
his daughter in Marietta, Ga. 


Maryland Brotherhood to Meet; 
Prominent Speakers Scheduled 


By Witson P. Arp 


HacerstowN—The annual convention of 
the Maryland Synod Brotherhood will be 
held in Church of the Abiding Presence, 
Gettysburg Seminary, May 27. According 
to the program just released by President 
Wm. E. Zschiesche, featured speakers and 
leaders will be Pastors Carl W. Folkemer, 
Roland W. Renkel, Paul L. Reaser, Luther 
L. Hare, Augustus Hackmann, E. S. Falk- 

enstein, Paul E. Keyser, 

MARYLAND and Robert E. Lee. Lay- 

men leading in discus- 

sion groups are Wm. N. D. Fischer, 

Merwyn C. Fuss, and Harry B. Fogle. At 

the fellowship dinner Dr. Oscar W. Carl- 

son, pastor-elect of Ascension Church, 

Stoneleigh, will speak on “The Congrega- 
tion’s Mission to the Community.” 


37 


AN IMPRESSIVE service of consecration for 
the Young People’s Choir was included as 
a part of the morning worship March 17, 
in Trinity Church, Hagerstown. The serv- 
ice concluded with the following pledge 
voiced by the choir members: “We pledge 
our devotion and our enthusiasm to the 
service of voicing Christian sentiment in 
song, believing that God desires us to 
make the services of his house more beau- 
tiful through music, of which he is the 
author, who laid the keynote of all har- 
monies.” 

Tue 178TH ANNIVERSARY of Trinity Church, 
Sharpsburg, Dr. William A. Wade pastor, 
was observed March 17. Organization of 
this congregation antedated the American 
Declaration of Independence by eight 
years. During the Civil War the original 
building was used as a hospital for Fed- 
eral troops. Present structure was ded- 
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icated in September 1944. 

Tue Rev. Donato F. Brake resigned as 
pastor of Zion Church, Middletown, April 
30, to accept a call to St. John’s Church, 
Cumberland. 

Sponsorep by the Lutheran Ministerial 
Association, the Washington County Lu- 
theran Leadership School is holding ses- 
sions in St. John’s, Hagerstown, one eve- 
ning each week until May 23. “Bible Man- 
ners and Customs,” “Missionary Educa- 
tion in Your Church” and “The Gospel 
According to St. Luke” are the second 
series courses to be taught by the Rev. 
W. C. Huddle, Mrs. Raymond Miller and 
the Rev. Raymond Miller. For the first 
time a special “star” course of five lec- 
tures is being offered. “Christian Evangel- 
ism” will be presented by Dr. Carl C. Ras- 
mussen, Gettysburg Seminary; “Church 
Publicity and Public Relations” by Dr. 


Dr. W. F. Pfeifer, Sr., pastor of First Church, Vandergrift, Pa., is a proud spectator as the Rey. 
H. Edmund Pfeifer, his third son to enter the ministry, receives a gift from R. W. Dunmire, right, 
on behalf of the Vandergrift congregation. The service, attended by more than 600 persons, 
took on added significance in that it brought the father and his three sons together after a long 
separation. Pastor William F. Pfeifer, Jr., left, has returned from the navy chaplaincy to resume 
his work at First Church, Leechburg, Pa., and Pastor H. Wahl Pfeifer, second from left, also 
discharged from the navy chaplaincy, has accepted a call to the Glenfield Parish. The third son 
was ordained recently upon acceptance of a call from St. Mark's Church, Trafford. 
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Ready Now! 


| The new Vacation Church School Circular is at your 
| service to help you in planning a program for your Vaca- 
tion Church School. 

| 

( 

| 

i 

| 


Everything youll need is included: Announcement 
Posters, Record Cards, Attendance Certificates, Awards 
and Lesson Plans for all ages. 


Get your free copy of this circular now and with its help 
make your 1946 Vacation School the best school yet held 
in your church. 


Write to 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA i. PAY 


860 N. Wabash Ave. 610 Smithfield St. 1617 Sumter St. 
Chicago 11, Ill. Pittsburgh 2%, Pa. Columbia 8, S.C. 


May 8, 1946 39 


} 


| 
| 


Wilson P. Ard; “How the Lutheran Church 
Works” by M. P. Moller, Jr.; “The Expan- 
sion of Christianity” by the Rev. Richard 
C. Wolf, Gettysburg Seminary; “The 
Christian Faith and Social Action” by Dr. 
Dwight F. Putman, Christ Church, Get- 
tysburg. Between class periods moving 
pictures will be shown. Films listed are 
“Book of Books,” “Primitive Religions,” 
“What a Missionary Does in Africa,” 
“Jerusalem, City of Peace,” “No Greater 
Power.” Dean of the school is the Rev. 
Luther L. Hare, Clear Spring, with the 
Rev. Luther Miller of Hagerstown serving 
as registrar. 

REDEDICATION SERVICES were held April 7 
in Mt. Zion Church, Woodsboro parish, 
the Rev. Herbert C. Schmidt pastor. At a 
cost of $2,000 a program of complete ren- 
ovation was carried out. Mt. Zion was 
founded in 1799. The Rev. J. Frank Fife, 
secretary of synod, and former pastor in 
this parish, preached the sermon at the 
special service. Extensive improvements 
have been made in the physical proper- 
ties of Grace Church, organized in 1767, 
Union Chapel and the Woodsboro churches 
of this parish. 


WANTED 


At the Andover Children’s Home, Andover, 
Illinois, a house-mother for boys and a man 
as utility worker, and a woman Laun 
For the last two positions mentioned a man 
and wife preferred. Write: 
Supt. E. O. Rausch, Andover 
Children’s Home, Andover, Illinois 


A New Catechism 
Based on and containing the full text of 
Luther’s Small Catechism 


(Planned to meet the child mind) 


"IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH" 
By Mary E. Brimmer 
Used successfully last year by over 300 churches. 
New Edition—Ilustrated—Durable 
Binding—Study helps 
SAMPLES 65¢ QUANTITIES 50c 
Order from 
Trinity English Lutheran Church 
405 W. Wayne St., Fort Wayne 2, Indiana 
Department of Religious Education 


As A SURPRISE the church council ar- 
ranged a celebration on March 21 of the 
fifth anniversary of Dr. Ard as pastor of 
Trinity Church, Hagerstown. M. P. 


Denver Girl on "Life'’ Cover 

A Lutheran girl made the front 
cover of Life magazine! The cover 
of the April 22 issue carried the pic- 
ture of Miss Marilyn Rights, mem- 
ber of Messiah Church, Denver, 


Colo., and daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. H. Rights. Marilyn was baptized 
by Dr. Ard on April 13, 1930, while 
he was serving as a Denver pastor. 
Mr. Rights is an active churchman 
and a member of the Board of 
American Missions. 
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Moller, Jr., member of the Board of For- ‘ 
eign Missions, councilman in St. John’s, * 
sister congregation, and long-time friend — 
of the pastor, read congratulatory letters, — 
presented a gift of money, a certificate for _ 
a new typewriter and stand from Trinity } 
Church. 

ON THE OPENING DAY of the Lutheran 
World Action appeal in the Lutheran 
Church, Frederick, 400 envelopes were 
returned showing a total contribution of 
$2,103. Dr. Wouter V. Garrett and the 
Rev. Raymond C. Myers are pastors of this 
active congregation, which numbers 1,507 
confirmed members. 

EnpInc A 25-YEAR PASTORATE in the 
Boonsboro church and 53 years in the Lu- 
theran ministry, Dr. M. A. Ashby retired: 
from active service May 1. During his 
ministry Dr. Ashby delivered 7,423 ser- 
mons, received 1,106 into church member- 
ship, baptized 309 infants and 127 adults, 
and has officiated at 741 funerals and 1,187 


returned chaplain. 
Convention of the Maryland Synod Lueie 

ther League will be held in Trinity Church: 

Hagerstown, Aug. 31 to Sept. 2. 
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Young People Hear Youth Leaders 
At Eastern Conference Meeting 


By Luter S. STRALEY 


Aupany—More than 200 young people 
from 26 congregations met in First Church, 
_| Albany, Dr. Chalmers E. Frontz pastor, 
_ March 31, to hear four top-ranking leaders 
in the Luther League 
| work. 
‘The Rev. Joseph W. 
Frease, executive 
secretary of the Lu- 
ther League of Amer- 
ica; the Rev. William 
| J. Ducker, associate secretary; Mr. Alvin 
_H. Schaediger, ULC league president; and 
Dr. Paul C. White, field secretary, spoke, 
-| and eight forum groups discussed league 
work and problems. 
|. One of a series of five such rallies held 
this year in New York Synod, the Albany 
‘meeting was sponsored by the Luther 
League committee of the Eastern Confer- 
||} ence in co-operation with the synodical 
Luther League committee. The objective 
is to stimulate the total youth program 
of synod. 
Tue Rev. Russert S. GaEnzie, president 


| of conference, has been busy in recent - 


_ | weeks installing pastors to fill vacant par- 
' \ishes as follows: The Rev. Alvin F. Mes- 
_ | sersmith, St. John’s, Manorton; the Rev. 
"| Harold R. Gietz, Emmanuel, Chatham; and 
_ | the Rev. Floyd Buchholz, St. Paul’s, St. 
b | Sohnsville, and St. Mark’s, Crum Creek. 
' The new pastors were welcomed at the 
f | conference convention in St. Luke’s, Am- 
| |sterdam, April 29-30. The Rev. Paul R. 
: Swank, who for some months has been 
| supplying at St. John’s, Troy, has accepted 
| a eall to become pastor of the congrega- 
| | tion. 2 
| Sr. Marx’s, MupresurcH, the Rev. 
, Herbert N. Gibney pastor, recently ded- 

icated a set of organ chimes, a gift of Dow 
| Beekman in memory of his parents, the 
4] tate Hon. Dow Beekman and Laura Frisbie 

|Beekman. Judge Beekman was a distin- 
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guished layman of the Eastern Conference, 
and for 20 years was a teacher in the Sun- 
day school. Mrs. Beekman organized the 
first and only Boys’ Choir in St. Mark’s 
in 1904. 

A COMMITTEE to study pastors’ salaries, 
headed by Dr. Morris C. Skinner, Cobles- 
kill, recently sent a questionnaire to con- 
ference clergy as a first step in obtaining 
a clear picture of the situation. Pastor 
Gibney, secretary of the committee, re- 
ports the response to the questionnaire has 
been favorable. Smith Patrick, Richmond- 
ville, and Russell Saal, Central Bridge, are 
lay members. 

BreTHANy, CENTRAL Brince, the Rev. J. 
Victor Benson pastor, is entering the last 
lap of a $10,000 renovation project begun 
three years ago. In spite of a heavy out- 
lay for current expenses, Bethany met the 
regular quota for synodical and ULC 
benevolence, and over-subscribed in the 
Lutheran World Action appeals. 

(COMPLETELY OUT OF DEBT is Zion, Pitts- 
field, Mass., Dr. Henry B. Dickert pastor. 
The final payment of $100 in 1946 wrote off 
an indebtedness of $27,500, a noteworthy 


in Virginia 
Offers A.B. and B.S. degrees 

Prepares for the study of law, business 
administration, medicine, dentistry, phar- 
macy, laboratory technology, library sci- 
ence, social service, and theology. Co- 
educational. Accredited. More than 100 
years of distinguished service to Church 
and Nation. Scholarships. 

In the Virginia tradition, this. old Lu- 
theran college offers the highest academic 
hospitality to ambitious students. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 

Salem, Virginia 


UTHERLAND 


Pocono Pines, Pa. Opens May 17 
<) The Vacation you have been~looking 
for. Only 3 hours from N. Y. Excel- 
lent R. R. service. Greyhound or Martz 
Bus direct. Car unnecessary. 2000 Acre 
Resort. Modern Hotel. Lake. Beach. 
Tennis. Riding. Golf. Movies. Lutheran 
Services. Spring Rates. 

N. Y. Office, 11 W. 42d St. (Room 1274) LO. 5-1550 
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achievement considering that the people 
of Zion never conducted a campaign for 
debt reduction. 

Unper the leadership of the Rev. Henry 
H. Wahl, Hudson, chairman of the con- 
ference committee on Home Missions, the 
Eastern Conference is completing its $2,500 
gift to Second Church, Schenectady. Pas- 
tor Alfred Wietz reports that the congre- 
gation has approximately $5,600 in liquid 
assets, and the Sunday school and ladies’ 
organization also have funds which will 
be used in the project. Actual construction 


It’s a Big Step! 


From high school to a college education 
From life at home to living with others 
From supervision to responsibility 


Marion (College 


“The only junior college in the United 
Lutheran Church” 


Teaches how to study 


Gives careful supervision of social 
growth 


Provides opportunity for character 
development 


IN DISTINCTIVELY CHRISTIAN 
ATMOSPHERE 


Courses in—liberal arts, home econom- 
ics, pre-nursing, pre-social work, 
pre-church work, merchandising, 
business, pre-technician, music, 
speech, church music. 


For information write— 
The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box K, Marion, Virginia 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


| fee s—Altar Cloths 
Bible Marke: mmuntion Linens 
Embroldery-—-Fabries 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


, Marking 109 
1837 "fo'the church and clergy 1940 


|} COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


PACIFIC LUTHERAN 


awaits final arrangements with local and 
Board of American Missions officials. Pas- 
tor Wietz and his staff of teachers have 
developed teaching methods which will be 
demonstrated at the conference Women’s 
Missionary Society convention in Hudson 
next month. 

Sr. Paut’s, Berne; St. John’s, East Berne; 
and Evangelical, Gallupville, constitute 
the parish served by the Rev. Russell B. 
Greene. The last congregation was added 
to the parish last fall upon the death of 
the Rev. Nicholas Paris. Pastor Greene 
reports material improvements in the con- 
gregations. Of special note is the work 
done among 32 Lapp families in the vicin- 
ity of Gallupville. 


Om parntincs have been placed in the 


chancels of St. Mark’s, Guilderland Center, 
the Rev. Wilson D. Worman pastor, and 
St. Luke’s, Valatie, the Rev. Herman Briele 
pastor. War casualties were extremely 
heavy in St. Luke’s, where 10 young men 
out of a total of 55 in the armed forces lost 
their lives. 


Allentown Conference Churches 
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Complete World Action Campaigns — 


By Par C. Miter 


ALLENTOWN—The Rev. Ralph R. Hart- 
zell, director of Lutheran World Action 
in the Allentown Conference, has received 
enthusiastic reports on the campaign. Holy 
Trinity Memorial Church in Catasauqua, 
the Rev. Walter R. Krouse pastor, has ex- 
ceeded its two-year quota of $1,282 by $287. 
Several other churches completed their 
two-year campaigns by Easter. 

Tue Rev. Cuartes J. SHrmer, pastor of 
St. John’s Church, Pen Argyl, who has 
been confined to his 
home since Dec. 23 
when he was stricken 
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improving steadily. 


Tue LapiEs’ Am Society of St. Stephen’s © 


ill in his pulpit, is 


| 


Church, Allentown, the Rev. A. W. Lin- — 
denmuth pastor, celebrated its 50th anni- — 
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_versary recently when 110 members of the 
society met at a dinner. Miss Ruth Kistler 
‘outlined the society’s history. The Rev. 
‘Charles J. Harris, pastor of St. Michael’s, 
Allentown, spoke. 

FRIEDENSVILLE PARISH has purchased a 
parsonage at 34 E. Emmaus Avenue, Allen- 

‘town. Pastor Nevin Gearhart estimates 
‘that after renovations the total cost will 
be $10,000. 
Triniry CuHurcH, Bangor, Dr. J. Fred- 
“erick Stolte pastor, recently dedicated an 
‘altar as the first step in completely ren- 
‘ovating the chancel. The front panel is a 
_carved reproduction of Leonardo da 
/Vinei’s “Last Supper.” The congregation 
plans to dedicate a pulpit, chancel chairs 
and alms rack soon. Mr. and Mrs. R. H. 
| Steinmetz, members of the congregation, 
are the donors. 

Tue Rev. Ropert L. Herman celebrated 
the 10th anniversary of his ordination, 
March 3 in St. John’s, Farmersville. The 
Rev. Stephen V. Ballek, assistant pastor 
of St. John’s Windish Church, Bethlehem, 
‘preached the sermon and a joint parish 
‘choir sang. Members of the parish pre- 
‘sented stoles and a gown to Pastor Her- 
“man. 

St. Matruew’s Cuurcu, Bethlehem, the 
Rev. William C. Berkemeyer pastor, 
burned the final note of its original $15,000 
indebtedness, March 3. Members of the 
| various congregational auxiliaries partic- 
| ipated in the ceremony. 


Dr. Steininger Becomes Director 
Of Pittsburgh Leadership Camp 


By Georce E. LitTLe 


PrrrspurGH—A full-time director has 
been called for the development of “Lu- 
therlyn,” the leadership training camp be- 
ing established by Pittsburgh Synod. He 
is Dr. R. F. Steininger, whose resignation 

Se as pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Monessen, 
becomes effective 
May 1. Dr. Steininger 
will move to Pros- 
pect, which is close to the camp site and 
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Read more about Germany and her 
Church life, by subscribing for: 


“KIRCHLICHES MONATSBLATT” 


German language paper within the 
U. L. C, A., non-synodical. Costs only 
$1 a year. Address: 
REY. DR. E. VOEHRINGER 
4860 N. Howard St., Phila. 20, Pa. 


Beautiful Worship Program Folders 
For Seasonal and General Use 
For the Enrichment of Your Church Service 
Request for Free Samples Honored 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 
150 Nassau Street New York 7, N. Y. 


| SPEND YOUR VACATION 
AT PARADISE FALLS 


Open from May 18- Sept. 15 


A unique and attractive Resort in the 
Poconos, 10 miles north of Stroudsburg, on 
Route No. 90. Here the whole family. can 
enjey a healthful, restful vacation in a Chris- 
tian environment, amid the beauties of nature. 

Wholesome food, private lake, boating, 
movies, games and other entertainment. 

For rates, reservation, transportation, ad- 
dress: 


Paradise Falls Lutheran Association 
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PARADISE FALLS 


° GIRLS' CAMP 


Situated among the pines near the 
beautiful Paradise Falls 


17th Season open June 29 - August 24 


616. A Coun- 
Selected Staff, 
Planned Program, Good Wholesome Food: 
Private Lake, Riding, Swimming, Crafts, Hikes 
and other Sports. Four Weeks, $100; Eight 
Weeks, $175. Catalogue. Address: 


Juniors and Seniors, ages 
sellor for every five girls. 


Paradise Falls Girls' Camp 


PARADISE FALLS, PA. (Cresco, Pa.) 
Arthur K. Leberknight, Mar. 
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Chicago Lutheran 
Theological Seminary 


Vacation Opportunity for Alert 
Pastors 


Graduate School Summer Session 
July 22 to August 30 


S.T.M. or S.T.D. credit. Strong faculty. 
Two “terms” of 3 weeks each—enrol for 
either term or for both. Low cost. Early 
enrolment important! Limited dormitory 
space. 


Write 
CHARLES B. FOELSCH, PH.D., President 
Maywood, Illinois 


New quarter for undergraduates begins 
May 7. Fall Quarter, September 17. 
Special Post-graduate program for ex- 
chaplains—credit toward advanced de- 
grees—costs paid by the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration. New Quarter begins May 
7. Fourteen former chaplains now in 
residence taking full-time work. Program 
approved by The Board of Education. 


Twentieth Annual 
All-Expense Escorted 


Western America Tours 
to 

NATIONAL PARKS—CALIFORNIA 

OLD MEXICO—CANADIAN ROCKIES 
(Alaska Optional) 
Air-Conditioned Private Pullman Cars 
31-DAY ao 24-DAY TOURS 
Leaving Jt 


$543. 
Leaving JUNE 28 
Y 26 AUGUST 2 


Tax additional 


Leaving hes home town and traveling via 
choice of routes to Chicago per itinerary. 

Including Meals (3 Meals per day), with 
refund on a la carte meals not taken. We 
invite your request without obligation, for 
itineraries and descriptive literature on the 
tour you are interested in; also full details 
in connection with our 17 Day (2 week) 
Vacation Tours to California, Etc., $330.00. 
Leaving July 12 and Aug. 9. 


P. M. KLINE’S UNIVERSAL TOURS, INC. 


One Quarter Century Travel Service) 
Main St., Bethlehem, Pa. Phone 7-7482 
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nine miles west of Butler. He is w 

equipped for the task of director, having 
had extensive study and experience in 
camps and leadership training activities, 

The need for such a camp was felt 
throughout the synod for many years, bu 
no action was taken until two years ago. 
During the past year a site was selected 
after careful study was made of camp 
needs and type of program required. Par- 
ticularly noticeable in 
the development of 
this camp move 
is the interest and 
enthusiasm of lay- 
men. A group of Lu- 
theran men in the 
Butler vicinity have 
underwritten a loan 
of $30,000 to pay for 
the 365 acres of land 
and to initiate its - 
preliminary develop- 
ment, including the 
construction of a one- 
mile private road 
through the property. © 

A storm of unusual violence caused — 
heavy damage to Mt. Union Church, near ~ 
Elderton, the night of March 8. It demol- 
ished most of the roof and a section of 
wall, thereby exposing the interior to a — 
driving rain. The church is only a few 
miles from the Rural Valley where, in 
June 1944, a tornado completely destroyed 
the Lutheran church. Elderton parish has 
no pastor at present. 

Tue Rev. J. N. Frank, returned chaplain, — 
has accepted a call to Hebron Church, 
Blairsville. He was in the Pacific theater. 

Two pastors of the Zelienople area have — 
tendered their resignations, the Rev. E. S. 
Proper as superintendent of the Orphans’ 
Home, and the Rev. C. S. Hayner as pastor © 
of St. John’s Church. The latter has ac- 
cepted a call from the Board of Foreign — 
Missions to go as a missionary to British - 
Guiana, sometime after June 1. if 

Decipine that the congregation needs a | 
full-time parish worker, First Church, © 
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Dr. R. F. Steininger 
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sutler, has secured the services of Miss 
‘helma Greenert. A daughter of this 
‘hurch, she is a graduate of the Lutheran 
Yeaconess Training School, Baltimore, and 
erved 12 years as parish worker in Grace 
‘hurch, Spring Garden, Pittsburgh. The 
ongregation honored Pastor P. E. Daugh- 
rty recently on the tenth anniversary of 
iis ordination. 

ApvaANcEs have taken place in the Saeger- 
own-Venango parish the past 18 months, 
o such an extent that the two congrega- 
ions have informed Superintendent of 
Vissions D. L. Houser that they intend to 
rxecome self-sustaining in 1949. A branch 
3unday school of 30 pupils has been or- 
ganized from Twelve Apostles’ Church, 
inder the supervision of Mrs. Ralph W. 
3aker, wife of the pastor. The congrega- 
ion received 13 new members during the 
year 1946. At the sister congregation, First, 
Venango, the attendance at worship has 
mereased considerably. 

A pastor of this synod, Dr. C. W. Baker, 
Jr., Duquesne, did all of the art work and 


RETURNING VETERANS 


only. 


Erland Nelson, President 
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CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


A Lutheran College for Lutherans 


Will Find at Carthage: 


(|) Friendly counselors and teachers. 

(2) Fellow veterans also interested in a sound Christian education. 

(3) New housing for unmarried students. 

(4) Low-cost apartments which are being reserved for married veterans 


(5) The Government Allowance goes farther at Carthage. Carthage 
continues to supply board and room at approximately prewar prices. 


SUMMER TERM OPENS JUNE 4— FALL TERM OPENS SEPT. 17 
Write for Catalog and Application Blanks 


a large part of the planning for literature 
and materials of this year’s Lutheran 
World Action appeal. He designed the 
poster, letterhead, and the cover, maps 
and drawings of the worker’s handbook, 
together with selection of photographs and 
preparation of a number of the articles. 

APPROXIMATELY 2,000 PERSONS attended 
the Lutheran World Action rally in Car- 
negie Music Hall, Pittsburgh, March 24. 
The speaker was Dr. Franklin Ciark Fry, 
president of the ULC. He described vividly 
what he learned first-hand from a recent 
survey of war-torn Europe. Many such 
rallies have been held throughout the 
synod. Dr. Edwin Moll was heard by 450 
persons at the McKeesport rally and by 
400 at Greensburg. 

IN TRIBUTE to the seven members who 
made the supreme sacrifice in World War 
II, a special memorial service was held in 
Calvary Church, Arnold, the Rev. E. S. 
Hoffman pastor. Speaker was the Rev. 
W. C. Hankey of Apollo, a former pastor 
of Calvary Church and a chaplain in 


Carthage, Illinois 


European theater of war for three years. 

“Gop Works TxHroucH His CHURCH” was 
the subject of a seminar for pastors, Feb- 
ruary 18 at St. Paul’s Church, Pittsburgh, 
attended by 137 clergymen of western 
Pennsylvania. It was one of a series of 
such meetings held throughout the coun- 
try, and was sponsored by the American 
Lutheran Conference, with the active par- 
ticipation of Missouri Synod and ULC 
pastors. Speakers were the Rev. L. R. 
Tabor, ULC pastor in Washington, D. C.; 
Dr. L. M. Ludwig, American Lutheran 
Church of Niagara Falls, N. Y.; and Dr. 
H. F. Wind, Missouri Synod, of Buffalo, 
N. Y. Dealing with the subject which was 
uppermost in the minds of those who at- 
tended, Dr. Ludwig stated: “We have come 


HALF-TONE ELECTROTYPES 


For the embellishment of Church Printing 
Our Portfolio of 300 subjects 


FREE to Ministers 


Goodenough & Woglom Co. 


150 NASSAU ST. NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES 
Choir Gowns in All Styles 
CASSOCKS 
SURPLICES — STOLES 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
ALTAR LINENS 
CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
RABATS—RABAT VESTS—COLLARS—SHIRTS 


Inquiries Invited 


Cc. M. ALMY & SON, INC. 
562 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


AWAKWA 


POCONO PINES, PA. For Girls 6 to 17 
21st Season, June’ 29-Aug. 26. Pic- 
turesque 2,000 Acre Estate. Experi- 
enced Counsellors. Cabins. Private 
Lake. Sand Beach. Boating. Tennis. 


Riding. Bicycling, Arts and Crafts. * 


¢ Nature Study. Physician. Lutheran 
Services. 4 Weeks $120—8 Weeks 
$225. CHICKAGAMI for Boys oppo- 
site shore of Lake. N. Y. Office—Room 

1274—11 West 42nd St. LO. 5-1550. 


a long way on the road to Lutheran unity 
and co-operation. Everyone agrees that 
there is more real unity among Lutherans 
than among other large denominations, but 
we dare not just drift. It could lead to 
our drifting apart, which would be dis- 
astrous.” In the discussion which fol- 
lowed it was observed that “laymen are 
leading the way to union and may force 
the issue.” 


Changes of Pastorate 


CANIS, ROBERT P. From Chaplaincy. To Ad- 
vent Church, Cliffside Park, N. J. 

CHATTEN, ARTHUR R. From Chaplaincy. To 
Synodical Board of Inner Missions, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 1228 Spruce St. 

DERRICK, JOSEPH C. From Burke's Garden 
Parish, Va. To Cedar Grove and St. James 
Churches, Leesville, S. C. 

DONAT, JOSEPH K. From Foreign Mission 
Work. To Centre Hall-Spring Mills-Tussey-~ 
ville Parishes, Pa. Centre Hall. 

DRAFTS, JEFFERSON L. From Gilbert Parish, 
S. C. To Mt. Hebron and Union Churches, 
Leesville, S. C. 

FACKLER, LELAND K. From Petersburg- Me- 
Alevy's Fort Parishes, Pa., as Supply Pastor. 
To Luthersburg Parish, Pa. 

FRANTZ, MARK H. Institutional Chaplain. | 
From New Jersey State Hospital. To Federal — 
Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn. i 

HANKEY, WILLIAM C. From Chaplaincy. To : 
Apollo-Spring Church Parish, Pa. Apollo. 

HENRY, KARL S. From Philadelphia, Pa., as 

To Board of American 
Missions, Div. of Research and Survey, New 
York, N. Y. 231 Madison Ave. 

HENRY, PAUL JONAS. From the Lutherall 
Home, Topton, Pa., as Assistant Supt. To 
Grace Church, Royersford, Pa. 555 Main St. 

HERSHEY, ROBERT D. From Assistant Pastor, 
Holy Communion Church, Philadelphia, ‘I 
To Pastor of same church. 

HOFFMAN, ELWOOD G. From Hope antl 
Oak Grove Churches, Zelienople, Pa. To Cal- 
vary Church, Arnold, Pa. 1719 Victoria a 

INNES, GEORGE. From Chaplaincy. To 
liamsburg-Dunbar Parish, Ontario, Canada 
Williamsburg. 


Missionary Supt. 
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\ACOBSON, J. WOODROW. From Resurrec- 
| tion Church, Green Bay, Wis. To First 
Church, West Allis, Wis. 7313 W. Orchard 
| Sk 


(OCH, JOHN H., Jr. From Chaplaincy. To , 


Burke's Garden Parish, Va. 

<RAEMER, IRWIN ROBERT. From Chaplaincy. 

| To Resurrection Church, Green Bay, Wis. 
516 Hubbard St. 


-AUCHNOR, MARK A. From St. John's 
| Church, Slatington, Pa. To Trinity Church, 
Lehighton, Pa. 173 S. Third St. 
_UNDBERG, WALTER E. From Chaplaincy. To 
' Manly Church, Manly, lowa. 
NEFF, JULIUS S. From Chaplaincy. To Arn- 
| prior-Northcote Parish, Ontario, Canada. 
| c/o St. John's Church, Alicia St., Arnprior. 
sEIBERT, L. YARGER. From Chaplaincy. To 
Elmhurst Church, Elmhurst, Ill. 258 Oak St. 
SELL, HAROLD W. From St. Paul's Church, 
| Numidia, Pa. To St. Paul's Church, Fleet- 
' wood, Pa. I!5 N. E. Washington St. 
STONG, CHARLES H. From Chaplaincy. To 
Petersburg-McAlevy's Fort 
SWASKO, MILAN E. From Northwestern 


Parishes, Pa. 
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NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


A College of the U. L. C. A,, 
located in the heart of the 
healthful Piedmont section of 
the state 


A.B. and B.S. degrees; B.S. in 
Elementary and Secondary Edu- 
cation 
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Pre-professional training for 
the Gospel ministry, Law, Medi- 
cine, Pharmacy, Dentistry, 
Nursing, Engineering, Business 
careers 


Member of the Southern Asso- 
ciation of College and Secondary 
Schools 


Fer catalog and view folder write 


JAMES C. KINARD, President 
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Seminary. (Student) To Minneapolis, Minn., 
as Synodical Missionary. 100 E. 22nd St. 
SWOOPE, WILLIAM E. From Chaplaincy. To 
Zion Church, Lebanon, Pa. 1406 Oak St. 
VAN DEUSEN, CLAYTON G. From Chaplaincy. 
To Gilead Church, Center Brunswick, N. Y. 

ReoFeDiol, droy,; N.Y. 

WINTERS, ROY L., Ph.D. From Grace Church, 
Royersford, Pa. To Synodical Board of Home 
Missions, Philadelphia, Pa. 1228 Spruce St. 

WYNKOOP, CHARLES K. From Chaplaincy. 
To Union Seminary for further study. New 
York, N. Y. 600 W. 122nd St. 

ZEMLICK, WARREN. From Northwestern Semi- 
nary. (Student) To Jackson Park Church, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 3056 S. 49th St. 


DECEASED 


James A. Brosius 
Pastor James Albert Brosius, 59, retired 
from Grace Church, Johnstown, Pa., in 
1944 on account of failing health, died 
April 8, in the Community Hospital, Sun- 
bury, Pa., where he had been a patient for 
less than a week. He was born in Ashland, 
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LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 
PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 
222 S. Carol Boulevard 
Highland Park Upper Darby, Pa. 
Sunset 3224 
Estimates and color schemes 
submitted on request. 


NEW WRITERS NEEDED 


FREE DETAILS 
New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
newspapers, magazines and books. Splendid 
opportunity to “break into” fascinating 
wating field. May bring you up to $5.00 
per hour spare time. gr egg ge 
sary. Write today for details. NO OB 
GATION. Postcard will do. 
COMFORT WRITER’S SERVICE 
210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


22 RIVER 8T., 
TROY, N. Y.~ 


SELLS 


NOT 2 


Na 


THE PAYNE-SPIERS STUDIOS ine 


DESIGNERS AND 
CRAFTSMEN OF FINE 


STAINED GLASS 
CARVED WOODWORK 


ALTAR FURNISHINGS 
BRONZE MEMORIAL TABLETS 


* - SINCE 1889 -- 


STUDIOS AT 
PATERSON, 16 NEW JERSEY 
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Pa., graduated from Susquehanna Univer- 
sity and Gettysburg Theological Seminary. 

Pastor Brosius served churches in 
Blacksburg, Va.; Bedford, Pa.; Th 
Md.; Stoystown, Pa.; and Johnstown. 
served as president of the Alleghany 
ference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
and on various boards and committees. — 

Surviving are his widow, three children 
Mrs. Sara Louise Markle, Chaplain Georg 
R. Brosius, a lieutenant in the U. S. Na vy. 
stationed at Norfolk, Va., and Miss Cathe 
rine E. Brosius; a sister, Mrs. Amos E 
Shipe, Sunbury; and a brother, George 
Brosius, Sunbury. 1 

The funeral, in Zion Church, Sunbury 
April 11, was conducted by his pastor, the 
Rev. Carl A. Honeycutt, assisted by Dr) 
M. R. Hamsher, president of the Centra’. 
Pennsylvania Synod. 


ULC Calendar 


MAY 

8- 9. Board of Social Missions. New York 

12-14. Texas Synod. Ander } 

12-15. Women's Missionary Society. Minis) 
terium of Pennsylvania. Salem 

Church, Bethlehem. 4 P. M. | 

13-15. Central Pennsylvania Synod. Zioi 
Church, Harrisburg. 1.30 P. M 

13-15. Michigan Synod. Trinity Church, Kala 

mazoo I 

14-17. Pacific Synod. Grace Church, Victoria) 

British Columbia 

14-17. Ministerium of Pennsylvania. The Inn 

Buck Hill Falls. Opening service 2.3! 

P. M. St. John's Church, Stroudsbure 

20-23. Pittsburgh Synod. Grace Church, | 


Rochester, Pa. 3 P. M. : 
21. Pittsburgh Synod Brotherhood. Graci 
Church, Rochester I 


21-23. Illinois Synod. Luther Memorial 
Church, Quincy 

21-23. Synod of the Northwest. St. Paul’) 
Church, Red Wing, Minn. | 

22-23. Kentucky-Tennessee Synod. St. Paul’! 
Church, Nashville, Tenn. 9 A. M. | 

27-29. Maryland Synod. Theological Seminary | 
Gettysburg, Pa. 

JUNE 

3- 5, Florida Synod. Trinity Church, Miami © 


When the 


PRESIDENT 
Goes to Church 


FIRSTHAND REPORT on President 
Truman going to church—in the 


May issue of the WAY magazine , 
includes 16-page PICTURE STORY with full-page portrait of the President and 


his pledge to God and the American people: “I ask only to be a good and faithful 
servant of my Lord and my people.’ Also a complete report from Washington 


Correspondent Larston Farrar, on “‘Going to Church with the President.”’? Now, 


in each 100-page issue 


IN THE NEWS 

@ China Today 

@ New Day in Japan 

© Down Colombia Way 


PICTURE STORIES 
@ Lutheran Hour Goes Global 
@ Chinese Church Dedication 


FOR YOUR LIFE 

@ How to be Happy 

@ You can be Successful 
@ How to Enjoy Living 


ROUND THE WORLD REPORT 


@ United States 

@ International 

@ South America 

@ Europe @ Asia 
@ Africa @ China 
@ India @ Japon 
@ Education World 

@ Radio World 

@ Book World 

@ Film World 

@ Women's World 

@ Youth World 


BOOK DIGESTS 


@ World's Strongest Weapon 
@ Firs of the Lord 


MANY SPECIAL FEATURES 


Interdenominational and nonsectarian, the WAY reports 
the worldwide march of the Church. When the President 
Goes to Church is only one of the 30 articles, picture 
stories, features and reports in the 100 pages of the May 
WAY Magazine. Enjoy 30 pages of pictures ... 4 beau- 
tiful colors ... art drawings . . . 16 pages of informative 
news digests. Don’t miss its book digests and inspira- 
tional articles which help you solve your problems. 


READ THE WAY AT OUR RISK 


You can read the WAY on trial without obligation. Re- 
turn coupon below with $2.(subscription rate for one 
year). We enter your subscription for 14 months. Read 
May and June issues FREE. If dissatisfied, cancel your 
subscription and we will refund $2. 


TWO MONTHS FREE WITH TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION 


You read May and June. If you decide within ten days 
after receiving June issue that 12 months of the WAY 
is not worth $2, just cancel your subscription. Complete 
refund guaranteed. You can’t lose. Try it! Send cou- 
pon with $2 and get your first free issue NOW. 


THE WAY MAGAZINE Dept. Ls 


330 SOUTH WELLS e CHICAGO & 


Special Offer 
14 BIG ISSUES 
Only- $2 


Please enter my subscription for 14 months on trial 
basis. | enclose $2, the rate for one year. |. under- 
stand | am to read May and June FREE. If within 
ten days after receiving the June issue | wish to 
cancel my subscription, you will refund my: money. 


NAME on. ccceescemstenreter-onnesnens verses ortnenersonrymerertentcsentencerere 


DDR ESS ae ca scernceren—peser reer yerovennenre-aarceenevnorenvesrccnanes 
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in CONCLUSION 


How mucH CuristTIANity is there in 
the U.S. Government? That subject 
should be worth a book-length study 
some of these days. Editors of Prot- 
estant church papers went to Washing- 
ton in the last week of April to get 
some sort of answer to the question, 
but didn’t come away with anything 
definite. 

As for outward practice of religion, 
people in the government are about 
like the American average. One hun- 
dred congressmen attend the Lutheran 
Church of the Reformation, which is 
just at the foot of Capitol Hill, reports 
Dr. Oscar Blackwelder. Of course they 
don’t all come regularly, but some of 
them are in their places every Sunday. 

The U.S. Senate, however, went 
right ahead with its session from 12 to 
3 on Good Friday, although up in New 
York the Security Council of the UN 
saw fit to recess. President Truman 
went to the Baptist Church on Easter, 
which was news. That was the first 
time since Thanksgiving, if I get my 
reports straight. But, as the President 
insists, this is his private concern. 


WE HEARD A LOT about religion in 
Washington. General Eisenhower and 
Admiral Nimitz told us emphatically 
how highly they regard the work of the 
chaplains. “Except in a moral regen- 
eration of the world there is no hope 
for us, and we are all going to disap- 
pear one day in the dust of an atomic 
explosion,” said the General. We also 
visited the chief chaplain of the Navy, 
Admiral Thomas, and got a fine impres- 
sion of the work done through his office. 
Through the labyrinth of the Pentagon 
Building we arrived at the office of the 
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Army chief of chaplains, and 
amazed at the efficient routine. a 
Testimony to the value of foreign 
missions was made by Assistant Secre- 
tary of State William Benton, who 
thinks the missionaries have been 
America’s biggest asset in winning 
friendship abroad. He said the Amer- 
ican University in Beirut has 1 

credited as the strongest factor in 
ing the Moslem people of the Near 
friendly toward the democracies in tl 
recent war. Mr. Benton acknowl 
that making friends for America is 
merely a by-product of the missio 's 
real work. / 
We also heard Senator Alexander 
Wiley of Wisconsin quote more scrip- 
ture in a brief address than most 
preachers do in a 20-minute sermon. 
Senator Joseph Ball of Minnesota spoke 
to us also, but he was chiefly interested 
in telling about how much he doesn’t 
like OPA. He also said the NAM is not 
a pressure group. 


THE EDITORS were scheduled to inter- 
view President Truman, but he was off 
on a cruise. They were invited to dine 
in the Senator restaurant, but I was 
not particularly attracted to the place, 
not after listening a few minutes to 
Senator Bilbo’s filibuster against the 
British loan. The money intended for 
the loan should go for a soldiers’ bonus, | 
he proposed. That statement should 
produce some votes for him in the 
forthcoming election. 

People in the government are about 
what the majority of us are everywhere, 
and that’s not much to be proud of. 


Elion Koff 


The Lutheran 
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PREFERRED 
RISK LIFE INSURANCE for 
COMPLETE FAMILY PROTECTION 


By investing a few dollars each year in a life insurance program, it is possible 
for you to leave your family not only what you have had time to save, but all 
you intended fo save. It is the only plan whereby you can create an estate before 
you actually earn the money. 


Our Preferred Risk policy, available to select risks in the amount of $5,000 or 
more, can be issued to every member of your family from 5 years of age, and 
will meet all the requirements of complete family protection during the time 
it is needed, or provide regular income when the need for protection no longer 
exists. Ask your LUTHERAN MUTUAL agent for complete information about our 
Preferred Risk protection. 


LUTHE RAN “MUTUAL LIF EE “INSURANCE Picks 
WAVERLY, IOWA Founded 1879 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION, send me mone copy of your new folder, 
“Lutheran Mutual Preferred Risk Life Insurance.” 
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Ce en ny 


for DEDICATION before 
MEMORIAL DAY 


Fiass of Beauty 


for Devotion 
to God and Country 


Fitting to memorialize a relative, 
friend or those in your congregation 
who are serving their country. 


CHRISTIAN UNITED STATES 
FLAGS FLAGS 
Banner with sewed stripes, embroidered 
stars or appliqued cross. Yellow Bullion 
Fringe. Tapered Staff.: Plastic Gilded 
Eagle or Cross. Yellow Cord and Tassels. 
Wood or Plastic Stand. 


Heavy Grosgrain Rayon Sets 


Size Staff Pair Each 
350 8’ $72.00 $36.00 
4x6 9’ $88.00 $44.00 
Popularly Priced Sets 

Size Staff Pair Each 
3205 8’ $45.00 $22.50 
4x6 9 $60.00 $30.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


860 N. Wabash Ave. 610 Smithfield St. 1617 Sumter ; 
Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3, S. 


